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STAFF REPORT 
HISTORIC AND CULTURAL LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

CITY OF FORT WORTH, TEXAS 

DATE: September 12, 2016 COUNCIL DISTRICT: 5 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

REQUEST Certificate of Appropriateness 

APPLICANT/AGENT Roderick Williams 

LOCATION 4925 Fitzhugh Avenue 

ZONING/ USE (S) A-5/HC 

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION Stop Six: Sunrise Edition 

ANALYSIS OF PROPOSED WORK 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS  

The applicant requests a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a one story house. 

APPLICABLE STOP SIX: SUNRISE EDITION GUIDELINES 

New Construction 
New construction within a historic district shall not emulate a historic building, but it should 
reflect the contributing elements and patterns found within the neighborhood. Construction of 
new housing within the Sunrise Edition should not recreate the vernacular cottage form of the 
historic housing but should creatively incorporate the spirit of the neighborhood’s history to 
produce larger, quality built design and construction with an eye towards a sustainable and 
lasting neighborhood.  

Appropriate Not Appropriate 
· Orient the face of a building parallel to

the street, preserving the historical
pattern of the neighborhood.

· Follow the existing pattern height,
massing, and scale of structures.

· Use simple and historically appropriate
roof forms, roof pitch and eave depth.

· Use simple detailing and design to
articulate the façade of a building,
particular entrances, windows and roof
lines that is appropriate to the form and
design of the building.

· Use materials with an appropriate

· Locating new buildings without
consideration of the existing patterns
within the neighborhood.

· Using unfinished or bare metal
windows.

· Over stylized or falsely historic building
details, design or forms.

· Not providing adequate parking space
or locating it in an inappropriate
manner.

· Materials which convey an
incompatible finish or create a falsely
historic appearance.
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finish, texture, reflectivity and 
dimension compatible to the 
neighborhood. Non-traditional uses of 
materials and composite materials shall 
be allowed on a case-by-case basis 
where the finish, texture, reflectivity and 
dimension are found to be reasonably 
compatible to the design and style. 

· Commercial development should be
located in appropriate zoning districts
along the boundary streets of the
district.

· Locate parking and drive-thru features
for commercial buildings on the rear or
interior side of the lot.

FINDINGS/RECOMMENDATIONS 
The proposal to construct a one story house with multiple hipped roof forms behind a front-
facing projecting gable on wood columns.  

It is considered that the proposed design does not reflect the contributing elements and patterns 
found within the neighborhood, which is a key objective of the Stop Six: Sunrise Edition Design 
Guidelines regarding new construction. It is considered that the exterior design does not reflect 
contributing elements of the District, particularly in relation to its streetscape appearance. In 
addition, driveways and parking areas should be visually disguised or de-emphasized and in 
this instance, it is considered that the garage is prominent. Roof forms should be simple and 
utilize historically appropriate roof pitches. The proposed design incorporates roof forms that are 
individually simple, but when combined as designed, produce unresolved intersecting parts and 
complexity that is uncharacteristic of the District. These design characteristics in particular, 
would not preserve the predominant historic character or pattern of the neighborhood. 

The building envelope of the proposed residence is generally compatible with the overall 
appearance of materials found within the District, however, the design itself is inconsistent with 
the Design Guidelines that require new construction to reflect the contributing elements and 
patterns with the District, without replicating historic details. 

Staff therefore recommends the following motion:  

That the Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a single story 
residence be approved subject to the applicant working with staff to substantively 
address the following matters: 

1. That the prominence of the garage be significantly reduced;
2. That blank walls presently occupied by the prominent garage be replaced with

windows that are appropriate to the predominant historic character of the District;
3. That the roofs be simplified and coordinated so as to reflect the predominant

historic character of roof forms within the District;
4. That the entrance design have regard to the contributing elements found within

the District; and
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5. That the drawings be annotated as to the proposed materials and amended to 
reflect the conditions of approval prior to the issuance of a COA. 
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Figure 1. Aerial View 

 
 

 
Figure 2. Subject Lot (adjacent to recent new construction) 
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Figure 3. Recent nearby new construction adjacent to traditional site layout 
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