
 
 

 

First Amendment Activity 
 

Outdoor Events Ordinance 
Effective October 1, 2010 

 
DIVISION 3.   FIRST AMENDMENT EVENTS AND FIRST AMENDMENT PARADES 
 
Sec. 20-417.  Permit Process 
 
(a) First Amendment Events and First Amendment Parades shall be governed exclusively by this 

Division.   
 
(b) Fees 

  
(1) No Permit fees shall be charged for a political march or rally conducted on 

public sidewalks or in City parks or plazas, or for other non-commercial 
exercise of rights guaranteed by the First Amendment of the United States and 
the Texas Constitution.  

(2) An Applicant for a First Amendment Event or a First Amendment Parade shall 
be required to pay all fees for street closures to conduct specific activities in 
conjunction with or as part of a First Amendment Event or First Amendment 
Parade.  Fees for First Amendment Events or First Amendment Parades on 
public streets shall not be in excess of the City’s cost to close the street(s) for 
traffic control. 

 
(c) Permit Required 

 
(1) An application for a First Amendment Event or First Amendment Parade shall 

be filed with the Outdoor Events Manager not more than three hundred sixty 
five (365) days before the proposed event. 

(2) If an organization plans a First Amendment Event or First Amendment Parade 
within thirty (30) calendar days of the proposed event, an application for a First 
Amendment Event or First Amendment Parade Permit shall be filed with the 
Outdoor Events Manager within three (3) calendar days of the date on which the 
event begins but not less than two (2) calendar days before the proposed event.  
The Outdoor Events Manager and the Applicant shall communicate with the 
Police and Fire Departments prior to the First Amendment Event or First 
Amendment Parade. 

(3) The Outdoor Events Manager may issue a First Amendment Event or First 
Amendment Parade Permit for an application filed less than thirty (30) calendar 
days provided there is adequate time for the City to process the application and 
to assure that there are adequate traffic measures in place for the orderly 
movement of the event participants and traffic near the route. 

 



 
 
 

(d) Service Plans 
  
(1) The Applicant must submit an Emergency Services Plan that complies with the 

Fort Worth Fire Code and the Fire Department’s street closure guidelines and 
maintains adequate fire lanes within each closure area.   

(2) The Applicant must submit a Traffic Control Plan which shall provide traffic 
controls for the First Amendment Event or First Amendment Parade including 
the street(s) to be closed and all other streets or public areas in close proximity 
that may be utilized for alternative routes or for parking of vehicles of persons 
attending the First Amendment Event or First Amendment Parade.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
WHERE TO OBTAIN FORMS 
Application forms are available at www.fortworthtexas.gov/publicevents or by calling 817-392-7894. 
 
FORM SUBMISSION 
Submit application and documentation: 
 

In person 
  City of Fort Worth  
  Public Events Department 
  Outdoor Events Manager 
  1201 Houston Street 
  Fort Worth, TX 76102 
  817-392-7894 
 Electronically 

 specialevents@fortworthtexas.gov 
Fax 
 817-392-2756 Attention Outdoor Events Manager 

 
QUESTIONS 
To learn more or for questions, call 817-392-7894 or visit www.fortworthgtexas.gov 
 

http://www.fortworthtexas.gov/publicevents
http://www.fortworthgtexas.gov/

