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GAS DRILLING 
REVIEW COMMITTEE MINUTES 

September 25, 2014 
3:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers- City Hall 
 

1000 Throckmorton Street 
 

1. Introduction to City Staff  
Allison Gray, Planning and Development, Chair    Present 
Eric Fladager, Planning and Development    Absent 
Jerry Simons, TPW        Absent 
John Lopez, Water        Present 
Michelle Gutt, Planning and Development    Absent 
Christa Reynolds, Legal       Present 
Cornell Gordon, PACS       Present 
Sheila Hill, Park Board Member      Absent 
 

2. Overview of GDRC Agenda.  Full Transcription of recorded meeting is below: 
Good afternoon, we are ready to start our Gas Drilling Review Committee Meeting for September and 
so, welcome.  Our agenda has four items on it, but three of the items were transportation routes and 
those three transportation routes are already approved, because they are approved commercial 
routes by the ordinance, so the only item we are going to talk about today is the waivers for the Todd 
South Site.   

1. Devon Energy – Todd South A (Council Waivers-Multiple Gas Well Pad Site) 
Good afternoon, thank you guys for taking your time. I am Wendy Wharton with Devon Energy; I have 
for you today a pad site permit request on the Todd South Pad A, which is located in north Fort 
Worth, our entrance is of off Hicks Field road it is an existing entrance, Chief drilled the first well on 
that pad in 2003, we purchased Chief in 2006, so the well has been there for a while.  At this time we 
do not have any immediate plans to drill any wells.  This is just a pad site permit. We have four 
residences that are less than 600 ft. from the pad site, the pad site boundary, there are well over 600 
feet or about 600 feet from the wellbore. We offered waivers to those homeowners, I have heard from 
one homeowner and we were just discussing the possibility of having a meeting and have all the 
homeowners get together, because some of them couldn’t make it and they had similar questions. So 
that will happen prior to any Council Meeting is set, if in fact the Council Meeting does need to be set, 
if we get the waivers, then that won’t be necessary. 
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Allison – So I have an email here from Mr. Bill Wigton. Were you copied on that email? Or do you 
have a copy of it? 
Wendy – I was not, Mr. Wood just said he was planning on contacting me, and that he wanted to be 
here today, since we weren’t able to get together, that’s why I suggested planning the meeting at their 
area. 
Allison – So would you like to hold this discussion until next month, until, perhaps if you have the 
meeting you can obtain the waivers? 
Wendy – What I’d like to do, if possible, is go ahead and go through this process and then in-between 
getting the council date assigned, and I’ll have my meeting between this one and the council date and 
if we get all the waivers, we’ll remove ourselves from the council date, instead of waiting and doing 
this again.  So I can be in touch with Tom and Cecilia on any progress that we have with that. 
Allison – Then let me read to you the email from Mr. Wigton. And then we’ll hear from Mr. Wood.  
Wendy – OK  
Allison – This one is address to Ms. Leyba and it says: “I am not sure I can make this September 25th 
meeting, as I should be in Missouri for most of the week, so I called and you suggested I emailed you 
my comments.  The gas drilling review committee will meet September 25th and discuss the Devon 
Energy Todd South Pad A Site extension request, there is already a pad site with a well on it.  I 
understand Devon wants to add more well sites, I live directly north of the pad site; the present pad 
site is already very noisy at times. I am asking they put some sound abatement control in place, if not 
I hope the community will reject the request because of the negative impact of the sound on my 
family and the community. I called Devon and left a message, but they never returned my call. Please 
let me know if you have any questions.” And that’s from Mr. Bill Wigton at 1049 Creek Hollow Lane. 
Wendy – OK, Mr. Wood did mention that those were Mr. Wigton’s concerns, so we will be addressing 
those. As you know, we are not asking for additional pad sites, this is just a permitting of the existing 
pad site. And obviously Mr. Wigton doesn’t understand that part and we will be happy to explain all of 
that to him and listen to his concerns and address them regarding sound and other repairs he is 
concerned about. 
Allison – Mr. Wood?  
Mr. Wood: I live at 1041Creek Hollow and I was also asked by Bill Wigton at 1049 to let you know, but 
you obviously got his email. We have some of the same concerns; my wife has also tried to contact 
Devon and has not been able to speak with them yet. We did speak before this chamber meeting 
started today and I would too like to speak to Devon and see how we can get a resolution to some of 
the concerns.  I do realize that the pad site is there, it is less than 400 ft. from my home, same thing 
as my neighbor.  I think the other few homes are maybe just a little bit further away. We are 
concerned about the noise and the pollution, the other concern that we have is that the main entrance 
way the trucks are using currently is off of Wagley/Robertson road, they are not coming down Hicks 
Field which means they are going completely across our entire neighborhood, behind the subdivision 
as opposed to coming through the commercial route that is established. That’s another one of my 
concerns, the increased traffic and the dust is definitely a major concern in the neighborhood.  
Allison – Can you show us on the exhibit which house is yours and perhaps which one is Mr. 
Wigton’s?  
Mr. Wood – Yes ma’am, just go to the screen and show you? Is that how it works? 
Allison – Sure  
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Mr. Wood – If you look at the yellow line, the home that is inside the yellow line that is Mr. Wigton’s 
house. My home is just to the east of it, which from the direction I’m looking at it is to the right. That is 
my home 
Tom Edwards – So what you were saying about the transportation route… 
Mr. Wood –They generally come in from that route, they come from the east; (inaudible) that is one of 
the concerns that I really feel if we get with Wendy Wharton can maybe resolve this situation.  The 
site was built I guess in 2003 or 2004, since then they have come up with different ways to reduce 
that noise, I think probably the major concern is than when this wells were originally drilled they didn’t 
do anything like that, there was not an established limit on how close they are. When I went to 
refinance my home, bank was going to try to refuse me to refinance my home, they said they cannot 
refinance my home with a well site so close to it. That’s another concern, the resale and the property 
value.  
Allison – So I hear that there are concerns about noise, traffic, air quality.  Is that it? 
Mr. Wood – Yes ma’am 
Allison – OK. Wendy, would like to respond? Are there things that you can do to address some of 
those issues? 
Wendy – Yes, as far as the truck traffic, we will be communicating the approved route to all of 
contractors and our Devon employees to make sure that the route off of Hicks Field Rd. is used for 
that, but we do have some pad sites that are permitted off of Wagley/Robertson, but this one seems 
to be permitted off of Hicks Field Rd., so we’ll take care of that and that will reduce some truck traffic. 
As far as noise, we just got informed that at times we use the compressor, a temporary compressor, 
which I was not aware of, but I will communicate that when we do that put sound barriers up and 
make sure we keep the noise under control.  As far as drilling goes, our practice is to put up sound 
walls any time that there is a potential impact to the neighbors within 600 ft. and we even go a little bit 
further than that.  We also have additional measures, sound blankets and different things like that 
we’ll utilize, should we drill another well. 
Allison – Do you know when the last time you did an ambient sound test out there was? 
Wendy – I do, it was August of this year. 
Allison – So a month ago. 
Wendy – Yes, we did. As a matter of fact we started doing it.  I started requesting noise measure 
plan, when it actually wasn’t really required, but, we do have that, so five years from now we’ll do 
another one. 
Allison – So we have a baseline to check to see if the noise is within and it should be a good 
baseline.  
Wendy – Yes  
Tom Edwards – A reminder than on the compressor, you are going to be allowed 5 DB at that well 
where it says Hillwood, that’s the maximum you are going to be allowed right over that fence line, 
which your ambient is probably around 50 or something? I’m just guessing 
Wendy – I don’t know to be honest with you, I haven’t really…Let’s see... 
Tom Edwards – And after using that compressor that’s generally a low frequency issue, you might 
need to double check and make sure there’s a low frequency ambient also. 
Wendy – Well, I think that’s all part of the noise measurement plan. 



September 25, 2014 Gas Drilling Review Committee Meeting Notes 

Page 4 of 4 

Tom – No, it’s an ordinance that you need to have it in here and it covers all of the regulations. 
Wendy – Well, to be honest, I haven’t gone through this, so I am not sure what it covers, but we’ll 
have that before we go in and drill again. 
Speaker – When did you take over from Chief? 
Wendy – 2006  
Speaker – Is there any consideration for doing some treatments to the roads out there to reduce the 
dust? 
Wendy –If there’s any more concerns about the dust, we will go and put some dust suppressant down 
periodically, which we will check into in the very near future, based on comments from the residents. 
Speaker-How far is your next well pad over there going east? 
Wendy – Give me another moment; let me see if I have another aerial here, well I don’t, I apologize.  I 
can provide you with that information, later.  Oh wait, here’s one with the noise measurement plan. 
Allison – Do you have any more questions? 
Speaker – No, I’m just trying to figure out the possibility, to see how far it goes, to see if we can use 
some alternative measure for road surface to amend some problems with dust. 
Wendy – Also with the reduced truck traffic we should be able to reduce that. 
Allison – Wendy I am not comfortable taking this to Council until you have these issues resolved, so I 
am going to recommend you have a meeting with the residents before you proceed and that you 
come back next month and tell us what the decision has been and tell us how it’s been worked out. 
Wendy – OK, perfect, we can do that. 
Allison – So that concludes the agenda for today. 
 
Citizen Comments 
No citizens appeared on this item.  
 
 
 
 
 


