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HISTORY of Pipeline RegulationHISTORY of Pipeline Regulation

19171917-- LEGISLATURE DECLARES PIPELINES TO LEGISLATURE DECLARES PIPELINES TO 
BE COMMON CARRIERSBE COMMON CARRIERS

JULY 27, 1937,  THE RRC BEGAN TO  ENFORCE JULY 27, 1937,  THE RRC BEGAN TO  ENFORCE 
ODORIZATION OF NATURAL GASODORIZATION OF NATURAL GAS

1971 1971 –– COMMISSION ADOPTS FEDERAL COMMISSION ADOPTS FEDERAL 
PIPELINE SAFETY RULES FOR NATURAL GASPIPELINE SAFETY RULES FOR NATURAL GAS

1985 1985 –– COMMISSION ADOPTS FEDERAL COMMISSION ADOPTS FEDERAL 
PIPELINE SAFETY RULES FOR HAZARDOUS PIPELINE SAFETY RULES FOR HAZARDOUS 

Q S



History . . .History . . .

AuthorizationAuthorization
Texas Natural Texas Natural 

Resources CodeResources Code
Texas Utilities CodeTexas Utilities Code

Texas Admin Code Texas Admin Code 

16 TAC Chapter 816 TAC Chapter 8





Pipeline Safety PersonnelPipeline Safety Personnel

Budgeted for 25 Field Inspectors Budgeted for 25 Field Inspectors 
located in seven regional officeslocated in seven regional offices
Two technical positions in HeadquartersTwo technical positions in Headquarters
Administrative support staff for accident Administrative support staff for accident 
reporting, data entry, fee collections, reporting, data entry, fee collections, 
and federal reportingand federal reporting



Overview of pipeline safety Overview of pipeline safety 
responsibilitiesresponsibilities

Accident InvestigationsAccident Investigations

Special investigationsSpecial investigations

Customer inquiries Customer inquiries 

Assisting operatorsAssisting operators

Safety EvaluationsSafety Evaluations



Pipeline Safety ActivitiesPipeline Safety Activities

Pipeline Safety conducts over 2,500 Pipeline Safety conducts over 2,500 
safety evaluations per year on safety evaluations per year on 
distribution, transmission, and distribution, transmission, and 
hazardous liquids pipeline facilities.hazardous liquids pipeline facilities.
We also investigate pipeline accidents We also investigate pipeline accidents 
and conduct special investigations to and conduct special investigations to 
handle complaints from both the public handle complaints from both the public 
and operators.and operators.



Miles of PipelinesMiles of Pipelines

RRC RegulatedRRC Regulated
43,000 natural gas 43,000 natural gas 
transmissiontransmission
28,000 hazardous 28,000 hazardous 
liquidsliquids
90,000 distribution 90,000 distribution 
and master meterand master meter

Federal RegulatedFederal Regulated
80,000 miles of 80,000 miles of 
natural gas and natural gas and 
hazardous liquids hazardous liquids 
interstate interstate 
transmissiontransmission

NON regulatedNON regulated
35,000 gas and 35,000 gas and 
crude gatheringcrude gathering



SYSTEMS IN TEXASSYSTEMS IN TEXAS

Transmission / gathering Transmission / gathering -- 2726 systems  2726 systems  

. . . 42,681 miles. . . 42,681 miles

Hazardous liquid pipelines Hazardous liquid pipelines -- 1165 systems 1165 systems 

. . . 28,235 miles. . . 28,235 miles

Distribution Distribution -- 1957 systems1957 systems……..85,000 miles..85,000 miles

Municipal Municipal -- 93 systems93 systems…….5,000 miles.5,000 miles

Other systems Other systems –– 2413 (master meters)2413 (master meters)



Looking at the Big PictureLooking at the Big Picture

Texas has over Texas has over 
270,000 miles of 270,000 miles of 
underground underground 
pipelines in the pipelines in the 
StateState
Texas leads the Texas leads the 
nation in the nation in the 
number of incidents number of incidents 
related to pipelinesrelated to pipelines



Focus on SafetyFocus on Safety

Texas continues to have the largest number Texas continues to have the largest number 
of reportable incidents involving pipelines of reportable incidents involving pipelines 
attributed to third party damage.attributed to third party damage.
Last year alone of the written reports 77% of Last year alone of the written reports 77% of 
the incidents were caused by third party the incidents were caused by third party 
damagedamage
93% of the incidents in 2005 on distribution 93% of the incidents in 2005 on distribution 
were caused by third partywere caused by third party



Current Activity to Reduce IncidentsCurrent Activity to Reduce Incidents

Strengthen damage prevention to Strengthen damage prevention to 
underground pipelines by adopting underground pipelines by adopting 
some of the Common Ground Best some of the Common Ground Best 
Practices to address some of the voids Practices to address some of the voids 
in the Texas Damage Prevention Lawin the Texas Damage Prevention Law

Provide an enforcement mechanism for Provide an enforcement mechanism for 
damages on underground pipeline facilities.damages on underground pipeline facilities.



Recent InitiativesRecent Initiatives

Created an online data entry system for 
pipeline operators to file reports required 
under the Pipeline Safety Rules, and include 
plastic pipe inventory and incident reporting, 
pipeline proximity to school locations, and 
integrity assessment progress reports.  These 
systems were available for on line entry in 
March 2007.



Recent Activity ContinuedRecent Activity Continued

Actively support damage prevention initiatives in the 
State.  Became the enforcement agency for damage 
prevention involving pipelines in September 2007.  
Created online third party damage reporting system 
to allow excavators, pipeline operators, and the 
general public to report damages to pipeline facilities 
and report any violations of the damage prevention 
regulations.  Since the system came on line on 
September 15, 2007, there have been over 6,000 
reports of damages.



Activities ContinuedActivities Continued

Initiated two pipeline safety related Initiated two pipeline safety related 
rulemakings one to require reporting of rulemakings one to require reporting of 
all repaired leaks by pipeline operators all repaired leaks by pipeline operators 
and the other to increase the leak and the other to increase the leak 
survey frequency of pipelines survey frequency of pipelines 
dependent upon their associated risks, dependent upon their associated risks, 
requires time frames for pipeline requires time frames for pipeline 
repairs, and requires a listing of repairs, and requires a listing of 
repaired leaks for risk analysis.repaired leaks for risk analysis.
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