City of Fort Worth

The City of Fort Worth is a partner in the community-wide effort to end homelessness.
The City provides funding to community- and faith-based organizations for housing and
services that support the Directions Home plan as well as operating initiatives through
our Police Department and Municipal Court.

directionshome

www.DirectionsHome.org

Community Court

The Fort Worth Municipal Court partners with community- and faith-based
organizations to allow selected defendants exchange community service and
participation in a self-improvement program for the dismissal of eligible non-violent,
Class C misdemeanors. Objectives of the Court include:

e By making sure that Class C offenders receive sanctions, the homeless court lets
the community know that all crime has consequences.

e By creating punishment that addresses the conditions of disorder, like public
intoxication and panhandling, the homeless court seeks to deter more serious
offending.

e By connecting offenders to social services, the homeless court seeks to prevent
recidivism.

e By strengthening the links between residents and community groups, the
homeless court seeks to promote voluntary adherence to societal norms by
increasing trust and confidence in the judicial system.

e By making justice visible, the homeless court aims to improve perceptions of
community safety.

Fort Worth Police Department Homelessness Liaison Officer

Officer Donna Eldridge serves as the FWPD’s Liaison Officer to people who are homeless
and the organizations that serve them. The Fort Worth Police Department serves the
Near East Side Neighborhood through its Central Division and a Neighborhood
Storefront on East Lancaster.




