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Goals of this Presentation

• Provide Task Force Members with a Summary 
of the 2007 Cost Study

• Review Property Value Impact and Service 
Utilization Studies

• Brief Task Force on Efforts Underway to 
Update Financial Data



The Cost of Homelessness in Tarrant 
County, Texas Fiscal Year 2007

• Led by Judge Glen Whitley, conducted by City 
of Fort Worth’s Planning and Development 
Department

• Three Phases:
I. Public Costs of Homelessness
II. Private Costs of Homelessness
III. Opportunity Costs of Homelessness



Public & Private Sectors

Public Costs Private Costs
• Thirteen faith‐based and 

private non‐profit 
organizations spent 
$17,976,328

Total Costs of 
Homelessness 

in Tarrant County
Tarrant County $3,852,100.00
City of Fort Worth $3,047,321.81
Hospitals $2,965,710.00
MHMR $2,343,761.24
Tarrant County Cities $411,943.79
Schools $138,099.10
Total $12,863,935.94



Proactive vs Reactive

• Proactive services prevent and end homelessness—
rental assistance, housing counseling, case 
management and job training, as examples. 

• Reactive services—while often critical to human health 
and dignity—only manage homelessness. Emergency 
shelters, primary care at the emergency room, 9‐1‐1 
response to homeless shelters, detoxification, and the 
cost incurred by libraries for providing de facto daytime 
shelter for the homeless are important services to be 
sure, but do not end homelessness.



How much did we spend?

FY 2007 Reactive Proactive Total

Public $9,620,611 $3,321,945 $12,942,556

Private $10,862,727 $7,113,601 $17,976,328

Total $20,483,338 $10,435,546 $30,918,884 

Source: The Cost of Homelessness in Tarrant County, Texas Fiscal Year 2007
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Phase III: Opportunity Costs



Redevelopment Contrast

Section
# of 
Permits

Sq Ft. of 
Construction Construction Value

Construction 
Value per acres of 
District

NSE1 52 280,458 $8,102,079 $3,490.02
NE2 126 674,715 $28,324,891 $10,394.26
N3 123 582,191 $34,229,602 $11,353.37
W4 280 1,637,249 $70,827,032 $27,693.53
NS5 623 2,652,591 $269,791,265 $91,679.67
D6 768 6,259,480 $422,086,379 $365,696.05

NSE1: Near Southeast Side
NE2: Northeast Side
N3: North Side
W4: West Side
NS5: Near South Side
D6: Downtown



Corridor Study



Property Value Appreciation
Section Average Value Per SF 

(2007)
Average Value Increase Per SF 

(2000 – 2007)

NSE1 $3.29  $1.09

NE2 $5.87  $2.97

N3 $3.94  $1.93

W4 $12.73  $6.51

NS5 $14.50  $6.48

D6 $76.59  $36.99

Source: Homelessness Cost Study (2007)



Supportive Housing
12‐month Assessment (Overall)

Sector Pre‐Housing Post‐Housing 24‐Month Total Difference 
% 

Difference

Public Hospital Services 868 656 1524 212 ‐24%

Public Hospital Charges $1,750,197.05 $1,050,483.57 $2,800,680.62 $699,713 ‐40%

MHMR Services & Rx 2272 2937 5209 665 29%

MHMR Charges & Rx Costs $172,233.69 $182,179.29 $354,412.98 $14,243.24 8%

Ambulance Services 80 57 137 23 ‐28%

Ambulance Charges $111,762.00 $74,173.33 $185,935.33 $37,589 ‐34%

All Sectors: Services 3220 3650 6870 430 13%

All Sectors: Charges $2,034,192.74 $1,306,836.19 $3,341,028.93 $727,356.55 ‐36%
Public Hospital Data: Haynes, J. & Petrovich, J. (2012). Evaluation of directions home supportive housing and the use of critical service systems: JPS Health Network Data.
(Unpublished technical report). John Peter Smith Health Network and Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, Texas. All other data: Petrovich, J. (2012). Evaluation of 
directions home supportive housing and the use of critical service systems: Mental health, emergency medical, and law enforcement sectors. (Unpublished technical report). Texas Christian 
University, Fort Worth, Texas.



Proximity to Permanent Supportive Housing and 
Property Value Appreciation per SF 

(2000 – 2013)

Cornerstone New 
Life Center

Samaritan House & 
The Villages at 

Samaritan House

Pennsylvania Place 
Apartments

500’ radius 306% 153% 162%

1,000’ radius 253% 143% 150%

Census Tract 232% 137% 111%

Supportive Housing neither stagnates nor 
decreases the value of neighboring properties.



2014 Update
1. ACH Child and Family 

Services
2. Arlington Housing 

Authority
3. Catholic Charities Diocese 

of Fort Worth
4. Community Enrichment 

Center, Inc.
5. Day Resource Center
6. Fort Worth Housing 

Authority
7. MHMR of Tarrant County

8. Presbyterian Night Shelter
9. Recovery Resource Council
10. Tarrant County Samaritan 

Housing, Inc.
11. Tarrant County
12. Tarrant County Homeless 

Coalition
13. The Salvation Army
14. Union Gospel Mission
15. YWCA of Fort Worth and 

Tarrant County



Data Request
Agency Total

Homelessness
Specific 

Resources
%

Federated Campaigns $       95,561.00 $       15,495.00 16%
Membership Dues
Fundraising Events $     115,300.00 0%
Related Organizations
Government Grants $     883,800.00 $     615,776.00 70%
All Other Contributions $     919,123.00 $     737,809.00 80%
Non‐Cash Contributions $       33,157.00 0%
Subtotal (Except Noncash) $  2,013,784.00 $  1,369,080.00 68%
Program Service Revenue $     975,029.00 $     190,342.00 20%
Other Revenue $     319,886.00 0%
Total Revenue $  3,308,699.00 $  1,559,422.00 47%
Program Service Expenses $  3,005,427.00 $  1,473,622.00 49%
Management and General 
Expenses $     266,455.00 $       55,325.00 21%
Fundraising Expenses $     142,429.00 $       30,475.00 21%
Total Expenses $  3,414,311.00 $  1,559,422.00 46%
Data (Actual or Estimate) Actual



QUESTIONS?


