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IuIr. B.ucfr, IuIr. Vice President, Goaernor

C oinnally,t Serator Y arborou gh' ! iry Wright,

membeis' of the congressional' delegation,'

Mr. Speoftir, Mr. Attorney Gcneral, ladies,

and gentlernen:
Tio years ago, I introduced myself in

Paris by sayiug ihat I was the man who had

"..o*p"lriia 
futt. Kennedy to Paris' I am

g.ftid somewhat that same sensation as I
t"u.l-*tornd Texas. Nobody wonders what

Lyndon and I wear.
I am glad to be here in ]im Wright's ciry'

About 15 y.*tt ago, a Congressman from

Califorii"awho hal just been elected received

a letter from an irate constihrent which said:

"During the campaign you promised to hav.e

the Siira. Madre-Mountains' reforested'

You have been in ofice one'month aad you

haven't done so." Well, rro one tn Fort
'Worth has been that unreasonable, but in
some ways he has had the Sierra Madre

Mountains'reforested and here in Fort
Worth he has contributed to its growth.

He speaks for Fort Worth and he speaks

for tle-country, and I don't know any ciry-

that is better t.pto.ot.d in the Congress of

the United States than Fort Worth. And if
there are any Democrats here this morning,
I am sure you wouldn't hold that against

him.
Three years ago last Septembgr I came

here, with the Vice President, and spoke at

Burke Burnett Park, and I called, in that
speech, for a national security policy and a

national security system which was second to

none-a position which said not fust, but,

if, when and how, but first. That city re-

sponded to t}at call as it has ttrrough -its
hittoty. And we have been putting that

pledge into practice ever since.- 
e"a I want to say a word about that pledge

here in Fort W'orth, which understands na
tional defense and its importance to the

security of the United States. During the

davs of the Indian W'ar, this ciry was a fort.
'During the days of World War I, even before

the United Sates got into the war, Royd

Canadian Air Force pilots were ti'aining here.

During the days of World War II, the great

Liberator bombers, ia which my brother few
with his co-pilot from this city, \ryere Pro-
duced here.

The fust nonstop fight around the world
took off aad ieturned here, in a plane built
in factories here. The first truly iutercon-

tinental bomber, the 8-36, was produied

here. The 858, which is the fineit weaPons

system in the world todan which has_demon-

strated most rccendy in flying from Tokyo to

London, with an average speed of nearly

rrooo miles Pcr hour, is a Fort Worth
product.

The Iroquois hdicopter from Fort Worth
is a mainstay in our 6ght against the guer-

rillas in South Viet-Nam. The tramPorta-

tion of crevys between oru' missile sites is

done in planes produccd hcre in Fort Worth'
So wheiever the confronatiotr may occur,

and in the last 3 yeers it has occurred oo e!

least tfuee occasions, in Laos, Berlin, and

Cuba, aod it will agaio-wherever it occurs,

the products af Fort Worth and the men o!

Fort Worth provide us with a sense of

securiry.
And io the not too distant futgre a new

Fort'Worth product-and I am glad thal

there \ras a tibl" t.prrating Mi' Hicks and

myself-a new Fort Worth product, the

fi,X Tactical Fighter Experimental-no-
body knows what those wolds Tt1l,.bot
tnr"t it what they mean, Tactical Fighter

Experimental-will serve the forces 9f {5ec-
dom and will be the uumber ore airq'lane

There has been a good deal of discussion

of the long and hard fought competition to

win the mX cortract, but very lltde {isct11;
sion about what this plane wilt do' It will
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be the first operationd aircraft ever produced
that can litcrdly spread its wings through
the air. It will thus give us a sing{e plane
capable of carrying out missioos of speed as

well as distance, able to fy ,.ry far in one
form or very fast in another. It can take ofi
from rugged short airstrips, endrmously
i''creasing the Air Force's ability to Bartici-
pate in Iimited wars. ,iThe sr-e basic plane
will serve the Navy's carriers, saving the
taxpayers at lcast $r billion in cosrs if they
built separarc planes for the Navy and the
AirForce.

The Governmcnt of Ausualia, by pur-
chasing |rz5 millisn of TFX.planes before
they are even off the drawing boards, has
already testified to the merit of this plane,
and at the same time it is confidenl in the
abiliry of Fort Worth to meer its schedule.
In all these ways, the success of our nationd
ddense depends upon this city in the western
United States, ro,ooo miles from Viet-Nam,
5rooo or 6rooo tttilcs from Berlin, thousands
of milss from trouble spots in Latin America
and A-&ica or the Middle Ea'st" 'And yet.
Fort Worth and what it does and what it
produces participatqs in all these grear his-
toric events. Texas, as a wholc, and Fort
Worth bear particular responsibility for tlis
national ddense effort, for military profltre-
metrt in this State totals nearly $r]/a 'billion,
fifth highest ,mong all the-States of the
Union. fhere are moie military personnel
on active duty in this State than any in the I

Nation, save ore-and it is not Massachu-
setts-any in the Nation save one, with a
combined military,civilian defense payroll of
well over a billion dollars. f 'don't recite
these for any partisan pu{pose They are
the result of American determination to bc
second to EoD.e, and as a result of the eflort
which this country has made in the last 3
years w€ are secoad to none.

In the past 3 years we have increased the
defense budget of the United States by over
20 percent; increased the program of acqui-
sition for Polaris submarines from ?4 to 4r;
increased our Minuteman missile purchase

prograq by more th* 25 percert; doubled
the number of stratcgic bomters and mis,
siles ori dert; doubled the number of nu-
dear weapons available in the strategic alert
forcesl increased the tactical nuclear forces
deployed in Western Europe by over 6o
percent; added five combat ready, ,divisioos
to the Ar*y of the United Statesr'and five
tactical fighter wings to the Air Force of
the United States; incredsed oug strategic air-
lift capabiliry by 25 perceat; and iucrcased
our special counter-issurgercy forces which
are etrgaged now in South Viet-Nam by 6oo
percent. I hope those who want a stronger
A-merica and place it on somc signs will dso
placc those figures next to it ' :.:..

This is not an easy effort. This requires
sacrificq by the people of the Uaited States.

But 'lds is a vcry dangerous.and uncertain
world. As I said earlier, on three occasioas

in the last 3 years the United States has had
a direct confrontation. No one caa say. when
it will come again. No one expects rhat
our life will be eary certainly not in this
decade, and perhaps not in this cenhrry.
But we should reelize what a burden and
responsibility the people of the Uaited States

have borae for so mdny years. 'Here, a

country which lived in isolation, divided aid
proteciid by the. Atlantic and the Pacific,
uninterested in the gtruggles of'the wortd
arouod it, here in the short spece of i8
years after the Second World War, we put
oursdves, by o,{ own will and by aecessity,

into ddense of dliances with countries all
around the globe. Without the. United
States, South Viet-Nanr would collapse over-

. nighe Without the United States, the
SEATO .alliance would collapse overnight
Without the United States the CENTO aI-

Iiance would collapse overnighe Without
the United States tbere would be no NATO.
And gradudly Europe would drift into neu-
tralism and indifierencc.':'Without"'the' ef-
forts'of ,the United States in'the Allirrrr"
for Progress, the Co-mrnUqrst:advance onto

"the mainland of South America would long
ago have taken place.
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Str this conntry, which desircs only to be

frJ] ;hLh aoitt to be secure, which de'

,irei'ro live at Pe,rcc for 18 years under

;il art*. al*inittratioas, has borne

*;ll ,h"" Jt'h-* of thc burden' has stood

ilte for ruori than its nurnbcr of ycars'

ii*m**'rx.,::"r{rf s:
hir*ry will not permit it' The Communist

LftJ" ;f p"*Jis still stronq' The bdance

Ii';;;;L "iu 
on thc sidc oJ frecdom'

frr.";;.il ,t t y*ot...* fi: arch of

ftt al* and I tH"k; wilt continuc to do

'as Tve heve done i;;; P*tt oTr {*'Y-' 
*d

;- p;ptt of Texas '''4 
h 

11. 
tU; 

leea'
So I'am glrd to-comi to this Statc whictr

h* plEyta Joch a signifi"t"t role io 
11 

manl

e6ors in this'ootJ"y, and 'to say t[rat here

in Fort Worrh y* itpt" wilt be rlarqs
;;;t;t ,ot" io .th" dait't**"" of thq

r.*iry 
"f 

the Unitcd Stetes for the aext ro

Editor's Note

Alnt thc bcaftlast !' rt: T'ry Hotcl in

Fort Wsrtt, tt , iiilcnt fleu t.o yo: Ficld

i iaw. Thcre hc u\tnukdgcil g'f'
;;; i;;, mq P'*d attd thet mtetc'it en

,i*' "*- The-motot'cadc tauhd-tlotg a
-rT*it, 

)rni 1t'*ngl' dotttt'owtt 2il:':
its wty to the Trailc Mut' Phere l,ltc frcs'-

dc* Plmncd to-tP"*, # e latchcott' At

opiol*otdy tz:3o i'n' (est) hc tttos

P*blic P'aPers of ihc Presidcnts '

years. 'I am confidcnt, as I look to the

io*rt, that our chances for security' our

"hrtcs 
for pcacB are better thaa they havc

beeq in thc past And thc reeson is because

we ere suonger. Atrd with that sucngth

it * a.t t-io:tiotr to not only maiauin the

"*.* but also the vial interests of the

tl"i,.a St"tes. To ttat Sreat cause, Tcxas

and the Unitcd $tates are com'mittcd'

Thauk you.

ilort:.Ttc prcsid.ot spokc ar 9 e'B' .(c's't') ia
O. i*"" Hotel in Fct lVorth' In his oPcmnq

"".d" 
h" t f.oa to Reymond BudL prcddcnt ot

t"A; Worrh Chembcr of Cemmcrcc, Vicc Proi'
- 
d*, t-yraoo B. |ohnson, rd o Govcrnol fohn B'

C"".aiy, $cnator Rdph 1[r. Jarbol3Efu Rcpc'

*""*irl'ft" Yright, Byron Tuundt Spcaker of

6c $ue Hooto of, Rcprcrcntetivcs, and Waggoocr

C.rt, S,",. Anomcy G.rd'I, ell of Tcxes' Hc letcr

rEtta to &Ierioo Hi&s, e vicc prcsidcat of Fon

Worth Gencral Dynemics aad vicc prcsident of thc

Fort Worth Chembcr of Comrycc'

str,tc\ by rwo btdtcx fird by at assassitt'

Ttte Presidrnt fittts Wfr'otlt'ccil dcad at

r p.nt. o trte Pufrtail Hospi1al in Ddll*r'

."ffi,
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