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5. CLASSIFICATION

OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY: Private

CATEGORY OF PROPERTY:: District

NUMBER OF RESOURCES WITHIN PROPERTY:: CONTRIBUTING NONCONTRIBUTING
10 2 BUILDINGS
0 0 SITES
1 STRUCTURES
0 0 OBJECTS
10 2TOTAL

NUMBER OF CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES PREVIOUSLY LISTED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER: O

NAME OF RELATED MULTIPLE PROPERTY LISTING: N/A

6. FUNCTION OR USE

HISTORIC FUNCTIONS: COMMERCE / Specidty Store, Busness, Restaurant, Professond
GOVERNMENT / Pog Office
DOMESTIC / Single Dwelling

Current Functions: COMMERCE / Specidty Store, Business, Restaurant
VACANT

7. DESCRIPTION

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: Late 19"- Early 20" Century American Movements. Commercid Style
Later Victorian: Folk Victorian

MATERIALS: FOUNDATION CONCRETE

WALLS BRICK, STONE, METAL, WEATHERBOARD, OTHER: PETRIFIED WOOD
ROCF ASPHALT, METAL
OTHER

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (See continuation sheets 7-5 through 7-11)
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The Central Handley Historic District is located approximately seven miles east of downtown Fort Worth, Texas. It is
appropriately four blocks east of Loop 820 and three miles west of the city's easternmost boundary. The nearly linear
district centers around the north side of the 6500 block of East Lancaster Avenue and is composed mostly of early 20th-
century 1-story Commercial Style buildings in what was the commercial core of the former unincorporated community of
Handley, Texas. Also included in the district is a metal-sided 1-story National Folk style feed store and one 2-story Folk
Victorian house. Handley's business district was oriented north of the Texas & Pacific railroad which borders the
southern boundary of the district. East Lancaster Avenue, originally called Front Street, was formerly part of U.S.
Highway 80 and is still heavily traveled as the four-lane Texas 180 Highway. The district has atotal of 12 resources with
10 contributing buildings, 2 noncontributing buildings. The majority of the contributing resources retain integrity of
design, materials, workmanship, location, and feeling from the district's period of significance.

Description

The Central Handley Historic District is located in far East Fort Worth approximately three miles west of the
easternmost city limits. It primarily consists of the north side of the 6500 block of East Lancaster Avenue between Forest
Avenue and Halbert Street. Also included in the district are the historic 1.E. Howell Feed Store building at 6472 East
Lancaster Avenue and two buildings and one Folk Victorian house on the west side of the 3100 block of Handley Drive.
The contributing resources within the district are mostly 1-story Commercial Style brick buildings constructed between
ca. 1910 and ca. 1933. There are also three buildings in the district influenced by the Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival
style that became popular for commercial buildings in the 1920s and 1930s. To the east and west of the district are mid
and late 20th-century gas stations, taverns, lumber yards and motels. Also included in the district is one building
constructed in 1951, signifying the continued commercial viability of the community after it was annexed into the City of
Fort Worth in 1946. Although the block immediately to the west has a few buildings that date from the period of
significance, they have either been significantly altered or surrounded by buildings constructed after the period of
significance so that the block no longer retains its integrity. North of the district is the town's original residential
development with the majority of the houses dating from the early 1900s through the 1930s. Immediately south of the
district are the railroad tracks of the former Texas & Pacific Railway Company. The area south of the 6500 block of East
Lancaster Avenue is frequently used for parking and also contains a fenced area used for merchandise for the neighboring
Handley Feed Store. A Union Pacific caboose sits on the north set of tracks. South of the tracks is a mixture of late 20th-
century commercial and light industrial development. Further to the south is the imposing TXU Electric Power Plant.

Handley, Texas was platted by the Texas and Pacific Railway in 1885. The railway's line was built westward
from Dallas to Fort Worth in 1876. The town was platted on a grid pattem running parallel to the T & Ptracks. The
tracks were laid in a slightly northwesterly/southeasterly direction so that the plat does not follow the true cardinal
directions. Handley's commercial core developed on the north side of the tracks and that orientation is still very strong to
this day. The blocks along Front Street, now called East Lancaster Avenue, were 300 feet long and divided into 25-foot
lots. Although the widths of some of the buildings vary in size, the design of most of the buildings was influenced by this
lot width. Within this district were businesses such as grocery and drug stores, beauty and barbers shops, a bank, a
theater, dry cleaners, and a post office as well as other establishments common to a small town commercial core. The
extant buildings within the district are excellent examples of early 20th century commercial architecture. The buildings
were pedestrian oriented and constructed near the street. The 6500 block of East Lancaster Avenue is notable for their
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two-tiered curbs which place the buildings higher aove the dreet than istypically found dsewhere in the area Period
dresetlights were installed dlong Eat Lancagter Avenue and portions of Handley Drive and Fores Avenue in late 2000.

M ethodol ogy

The Central Handley Historic Didtrict wes identified as being potentially eligible for the National Regigter of
Historic Flacesin the Tarrant County Historic Resources Survey which included Eagt Fort Worth. This study wes
published in 1989 under the title of Fort Worth: Upper North, Northeast, East Far South, and Far Wes. The survey
noted that the district was the "finest ensemble of commercia buildingsin Eag Fort Worth dating from the heyday of the
Interurban."! In 2000, the City of Fort Worth received a grant from the Texas Historical Commission through the
Certified Loca Government Program for the preparation of anomination to the National Regiger. This nomination
indudes those buildingsidentified in the initial survey as well as the building a 6472 E. Lancader Avenue. The later was
included in the nomination because of its long association with the commercia history of the Handley areaand asan
interesting example of asmall town feed sore.

Each of the contributing and noncontributing resources are described below. The bolded names are the historic
nameof the building or busnessa that address. Non-bolded namesare the current name of the busness a that address.
The building & 6523 E. Lancager Avenue isconddered individually dligible for listing on the National Regider asan
outdanding local example of aCommercid Style building congtructed of sandgone and petrified wood.

Contributing and Noncontributing Resour ces

#1 6472 E. Lancaster Avenue. Howell Feed Store/Handley Feed Store, Inc. National Folk Front Gable. 1924
with sde ad rear additions added between 1942 and 1950.

Although this building hes a Lancader Avenue address, it faces eest toward Fores Avenue. It isa 1-dory
building covered with pandsof corrugated metal. The roof isfront gabled with a shed extenson on the south Sde and is
aso coveared with corrugated metd panels. The eedt devation isfronted by a concrete loading platform. At the center of
thiselevation isa loading areathat is generdly open during busnesshours. When the budness isnot operating, the
opening iscovered by adiding door sheethed with the samemeta pands To the right of this opening are paired hung
windows. Tothe right of these windows towards the north end of the building is apededrian entrance with a nonoriginal
metd pand door. Across the front of the building and wrapping around to the south elevation isameta and wood
awning supported by wood podts. Although not original to the building, Senbom Meps indicate that the building hed an
awning. Also onthiséevation isalarge meta sgn abovethe awning reading "Handley Fesd Store, Inc." Below the
awning are numerous meta advertising sgnsand a blackboard to list sore gpecids. The south elevation has one diding
door that iscovered with the samemeta siding. The north eevation hes three windowsand two diding doors. The west
devation has shed roofed additions a0 covered with the metd siding. The interior features exposad roof rafters and
mog of the floor condgs of wide, unfinished wood planks. A feed store has continuoudy operated in this building snce
it was congtructed.  Sanborn Maps from 1930 indicate that the building was originally sheethed with wood. According to

A Tarant County Higoric Resouross Survey, Fort Worth: Upper North, Northeest, Eadt, Far South, and Far Wed. Fort
Worth: Higoric Presarvaion Coundil for Tarrant County, 1989, p. 5.
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magps from 1942 and 1950, the metal pands were added during this period. The Howell/Handley Fesd Store retains much
of its early 20th century integrity and isstill representative of asmall town feed store. It is counted as acontributing
building. (Photo 1)

#2 6501 E. Lancaster Avenue. Finch Chevrolet/Deborah Williams & Associates Commercia Style, ca 1922.

Located a the northeast intersection of Eag Lancaster Avenue and Forest Drive, this 2-story brick building
occupies two lots and meeaures gpproximately 50" x 70'. It has awhite painted succoed facade with adightly sepped
pargpet. The second story hes four fixed windows. A bdtcourse runs between the windows connecting the sills making a
continuos line acrossthe facade. Thefirst floor features acentered recessad entrance with nonorigina meta and glass
door and storefront. Flanking the entrance are large openings that are infilled with pands of fixed glass. A secondary
entrance is located near the eedt end of the building. Above the entrances and windows isa fixed metd awning supported
by four poles. The sscond gory of the west devation features saven rectangular window openings that are infilled with
nonorigina fixed windows. Thefirst floor hes six smaler window openings that are nearly square. The original
windows a0 have bean replaced with fixed units. This devation ds0 has been stuccoed. The rear or north elevation hes
five window openings and one entrance with ametd fire escgpe on the second story. The first story hes two entrances
Higtorically, a 1-gory building abutted thiselevation. It was removed sometime after 1962. The 2-gtory building housd
an auto dedership, agarage and then agrocery sore during the period of significance. Historic photographs reved that
the facade of the building was originally highlighted with aquoin-like effect onthe endsof the building. Thebuilding is
counted as anoncontributing resource due to the application of the succo onthe original brick walls and the replacement
of the origina windows. (Photos 2, 3)

#3 6505 E. Lancaster Avenue. C.F. Isenman Building/Bob Dollar Antiques. Commercid Style. 1924.

This 1-dory green painted brick building hes asmple pargpet flanked by pilasters. Ontop of the pilasters are
nonorigina cast lions. In the center of the pargpet isacag name block that reeds" C.F. Issnman 1924." The name block
iscurrently covered by anonhistoric sign for the current tenant. The transoms are covered by wood pands. Beow the
transoms isaflat meta awning that a0 extends acrassthe building to the eest. Below the awning are nonoriginal glazed
pand doors that are flanked by rectangular fixed windows with brick bulkheeds. City directoriesand other sources tend
to suggest that the facade may have been divided into two storefronts. The rear of the building is stuccoed and painted
white. It has atwo story brick wing with afiat roof The sscond story portion hes a shed roof on the eest elevation thet is
supported by bracketed posts. Hung windows are found on south and eadt dlevation. A metd darcase islocated on the
eed dde of thewing. Thisportion was used as aresidence by proprietors of goresin the building and it isbdieved that it
isorigina to the building or was added by 1930. A shoerepair dore was located in thisbuilding during most of the
period of significance. Although the facade hes bean painted green and the storefront has been dtered, the C.F. Issnmean
building contributesto the early 20th-century ambiance of the district. (Photos 2, 3, 4)

H4 6507 E. Lancaster Avenue. CDR Sgns and Engraving. Commercid Style, ca. 1925.

This 1-gory red brick building has asmple pargpet with adightly recessed center section for advertisng. The
transoms below the pargpet are covered with metd pands. A flat meta awning extends acrossthe storefront. The area
bdow the awning hes been mostly bricked in with the exception of the center opening. This contains attinted glass ad
metd door and isflanked onthe left by alargetinted glasssidelight. The rear of the building isof hollow tile painted
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white. It hes an atached meta canopy, a center opening with aglazed pand door flanked by hung window openings on
ather 9de. This building is counted as acontributing resource. (Photos 2, 3, 4, 5)

#5 6509-6511 E. Lancaster Avenue. Trellis Rose Restaurant. Commercid Style, ca 1910. Attributed to George
Seven Carmack, contractor.

The facade of this 1-gory buff brick building isdivided into three bays, each flanked by brick pilasters. The
pargpatsof each bay are highlighted with a sawtooth brick corbeling with the pargpet of the center bay rising dightly
above the outer two bays. The transoms are covered with meta pands and aflat metal awning extends acrossthe width
of the building. Thewestemmost bay features amodem storefront with centered glass and meta door flanked by large
fixed glasswindows. Nonoriginal brick bulkheeds are below the windows. The center storefront hes three large fixed
windows and nonoriginal brick bulkhead. The eest bay hes a modem glassand meta storefront with the door located a
the west end with alarge sddight to the right. Eat of this isalarge fixed window with nonoriginal brick bulkhead. The
eedemmog section of the storefront hes bean bricked in. Pressed metd celling tilesremain in the interior. The rear of
the building isof brick that hes bean stuccoed and painted green. There are three entrances, eech flanked by 1 2/2 vertical
light hung windows. The center and west entrances have small meta canopies over them. The building iscounted asa
contributing resource. (Photos 2, 4, 5)

+H6 6513-6515 E. Lancaster Avenue. American Legion/Handley-Hicks Gallery. Commerciad Style, ca 1916.
Attributed to George Steven Carmack, contractor.

This 1-gory, two bay commercid building hes buff brick of adightly lighter color than the three-bay building to
the wed. Thisbuilding sharesfeatures similar to itsneighbors on either sde including the flanking pilasters and the
sawtooth corbeling on the pargpet. Thetransom of the westem bay isboarded over. Below the transom isa carvas
awning that extends acrassthe eest bay. Below the awning isanonorigina storefront with paired metal and glassdoors
on the et end and large fixed windowsto the left. A nonoriginal brick bulkheed is below the windows. The et bay
hes exposad wood and glass transoms, however, these may not be original. The nonoriginal storefront fegtures a
centered entrance flanked by large fixed windows. Nonoriginal brick bulkheads are bdow the windows. Thereer of the
building hes been stuccoed and painted. It feastures two entrance, eech flanked by wood hung windows. The building is
counted as acontributing resource. (Photos 2, 4, 5)

Hi 6517-6517 A E. Lancaster Avenue. J.E. Smith Dry Goods'The Handley Collectior/Enchanted Dolls.
Commercid Style, ca 1918.

This 1-dory two bay brick building dso features the sawtooth brickwork neer the top of the pargpet aswell as a
daggered brick corbeling that isdlightly different from its neighbors to the west. The westem bay (6517) retainsthe
origind dark brown brick. Thebrick onthe eestem bay (6517 A) has bean painted white. This bay dso has adightly
higher pargpet. Thetransoms of both bays are covered with meta pands A metd awning is suspended below each
transom. However, the awning on the west storefront isaso supported by two wood Tuscan columns. Thisgtorefront hes
a centered meta and glassdoor flanked large fixed windows. The brick below the transoms hes been painted green.
Pressed metd ceiling tiles are present in the interior. The eestem bay has aglass and metd door flanked by arectangular
fixed window to the left. The brick below the window isnot original. Therear of the building hes been stuccoed. The
wes half of the building hes entrance flanked by hung windows (the right one isboarded over). A metd canopy provides
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protection for the entrance. The window and door openings on the eedt half have been infilled. Smith Dry Goods was
located a 6517 E. Lancager throughout much of the period of significance. The building is counted as acontributing
resource. (Photos 4, 5)

+#3 6519 E. Lancaster Avenue. Lynch Pharmacy/Enchanted Dolls. Commercid Style, ca 1918.

The facade of this 1-gory brick building hes been stuccoed 0 that much of the decorative brick corbelling smilar
to that found on the building to the west has bean obscured. The transoms are boarded over. A nonorigina fiat metal
awvning is below the transoms. It is sugpended by metd rods from the pargpet above. The storefront festures ametd and
dlassdoor with afull-height sddlight to the left. Large fixed windowsflankthe entrance and sidelight. The rear hes bem
ducooed and painted white. 1t hes one entrance and a ssgmental arched window opening that has bean infilled. Sanbom
Maps indicate that this building wes the location of a drug sore during the period of significance. The building is counted
as noncontributing due to the application of the succo to the facade. (Photo 5)

#9 6523 E. Lancaster Avenue/3134 Handley Drive. Hubbard Drug Store/V acant/Jackson's Place Family Haircut
Center. Commercid Style, ca 1933. V.L. Pursdley, contractor.

Thisunusud 1-gory building isan outstanding example of anearly undtered 1930sera Commercid Style
building. It isconsructed of ablend of uncoursed sandstone and petrified wood, materials which were more commonly
found on residentia congtruction. The petrified wood reportedly came from Glen Rose, located southwest of Fort Worth
in Somervell County.™ The south and eedt devations have the same materia pattern that begins with aband of concrete
coping ontop of the pargpet. Below thisisaband of uncoursed sanddonefollowed by aband of petrified wood laid inan
aternating vertical and horizontal ribbon pattern. Below this isanother band of uncoursad sandstone and then large
pands of petrified wood framed with sandgone. Sited on acomer lot, the building festures a beveed entrance with
paired glazed wood pand doors surmounted by atransom. Hexagond tiles are embedded in the pavement infront of the
entrance. The eadt elevation features a large storefront window neer the entrance. 1t has amultiple-light transom aboveit
and a bulkhead below it with green, white, sdlmon, and pink ceramic tiles. Thesetileshad bean covered with paint until
recently. Near the center of this devation isanother entrance with a sngle glazed wood pand door with atransom above
it. Near the north end of the building isanother storefront (3134 Handley Drive ~ Jackson's Flace Family Haircut
Center). It hes acenter glazed wood pand doorflankedby 1/1 hung windows with the same glazed tile bulkheeds as
found dsawhere on the building. Thetransom hes bemn infilled. A flat metd awning isabove this storefront. The south
devation hes smilar detailing as the eed elevation. Thewes end features aglazed wood pand door with a storefront
window to the left, amultiple-light transom above, and the ceramic tile bulkhead below. To the right is another storefront
with areversed entrance and window pattern as the west storefront. To itsright isanother storefront window with the
multi-light transom and ceramic tile bulkhead. A meta awning covers the length of this eevation just above the transoms
and wrgps around to cover aportion of the eedt devation. Sanbom Maps indicate that avnings were located on the
building during the period of significance. The interior of the building retains much of its pressed metd ceiling tiles and

2 Eal Raymond Wadddl, interviewed by Maie Autry, May, Jung, 1978, Ord Hidoriesof Fort Warth Inc. Copy onfile &
the Tarant County Higoricd Commisson, Fort Worth, Texas [herediter refared to as TCHC].
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iscurrently divided into three stores. A drug store was located inthe southeadt portion of the building from the time it
was congmcted through the end of the period of significance. The western storefront housad a restaurant and the
storefront & 3134 Handley Drivehoused abarber shop during the period of significance. Thisbuilding iscounted asa
contributing resource. (Photo 5)

#10 3126 Handley Drive. Weiler House/A Rare Find Books-Collectibles. Folk Victorian, cal906.

Loca sources gatethat this house originally was located on Lancagter Avenue. |t gopearsat its current location
on the 1930 Sanborn Map. The 2-story Weiler House is composed of ahipped roof main block with a projecting front
gabled bay. Shiplap siding sheathes the exterior. The gabled bay features fishscale shingles on the gable end, a full-width
pert roof below the shingles, and paired 1/1 wood hung windows on the sscond and first floors. The shuttersflankingthe
windows and the flower boxes below are not original. On the south Sde of the gabled bay isahipped roof porch with a
wood floor and two spindled columns. On the north sde of the gabled bay is a shed roofed porch, dso with aspindled
column, wood floor and tumed balustrade. This porch doesnot gppear on the Sanbom mepsuntil 1962. On the rear of
the houseisa 1-gory front gabled wing with a shed roof extenson on the south elevation. This area probably once
contained a screened-in porch but it hes bean sympathetically endosed with hung windows. An asphdt parking lot is
located north of the property and the yard behind the house is paved for parking. The Weller House is counted as a
contributing resource. (Photo 6)

#11 3128 Handley Drive. Handley Post Office/Lancaster Crowley Properties. Commercia Style. 1931. B.B.
Adams, contractor. NOT FEDERALLY OWNED

This 1-gory brick building possesses a symmetrica front with araised centered entrance with anon-original dab
metd door. It isflankedby tripartite windows composed of acenter hung wood windowflankedby four-light casament
windows. A tripartitetransom in abovethe windows. A canvas awning coversthe windowsand entrance. A depped
pargpet provides some decorative detail to the otherwise smply adomed facade. The south devation hes two entrances
and two hung windows on the eest half of the building. The west or rear eevation hes one st of 1/1 hung triplet windows
neex its center and one 1/1 hung window near the north end. The north éevation hes one 66 wood hung window neer the
weg end. Tothe south of the building isan dley (historically known as Kerr Street).  An asphdt drive isto the north of
the building and provides aooess to paved parking behind 3126 and 3128 Handley Drive. A chain link fence surrounds
portions of the rear yard. This building served as a pogt officefrom 1931 through the end of the period of significance.
Although the brick hes been painted white, the building retains much of its integrity and is counted as a contributing
resource. (Photo 6,7)

#12 3132 Handley Drive. Old Handley Post Ofrice/R.B. Smith & Company/Grove Insurance/Eastside Antiques.
Commercid Style, ca 1921 with arear addition built between 1942-1950.

The facade or eedt dlevation of this 1-gory building iscomposad of adark brown brick wheress the secondary
devations ae condructed of alower grade orange brick. The symmetrical facade features full-height pilasters on the
ends of the building and a centered entrance bay. A non-original metal storefront with tinted glass is in the entrance bay.
A canvasawning is abovethe entrance. Flanking the entrance are triplet /1 hung wood windowswith amulti-light
transom above. Protruding brick heeders are used as a decorative dement on the pargpet. The south devation hes one
ssgmental arched window opening with a 2/2 hung wood window neer the west end. The west or rear eevation hes two
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2/2 hung wood windows in ssgmental arched openings on the south half of the building. The north half hes a small
addition congructed between 1942 and 1950. Its south and west walls are of an orange structura block. The south wall
hes no windows, the west wall has two 6/6 wood hung windows. The north eevation is of brick and has one entrance.
Ore 6/6 wood hung w indow isin the original portion of the building. The interior retains its pressed metd ceiling tile a5
well as its plager walls, including portions of the wall that divided the original post office from the insurance office that
occupied the northem one-third of the building. The building sarved as the Handley Pos Officefrom 1921 to 1931 when
it was replaced by the new pogt office a 3128 Handley Drive. R.B. Smith & Company, an insurance and loan company,
a0 operated in the building around 1930. It is counted as acontributing building. (Photo 7)

The Centrad Handley Historic District retains much of its early 20th-century small-town ambiance. Alterations to
the storefronts of commercia buildings were a common occurrence as building owners and tenantstried to modemize the
gopearance of their establishments.  Although some of the storefronts have been dtered, the pargpets and the scde of the
buildings are still intact as to visually represent the defining features of the district during the period of significance. The
digtrict retains itscommercia functions athough it no longer provides such day-to-day necessities as grocery and meat
markets, variety and drug stores, or banking and pogta sarvices. The setting of the district is essentidly the same as there
isdtill an active railroad line bordering the district and it is surrounded by the samety pesof buildings that were present
during the period of significance. A notable exception isthe loss of the T & P depot located on the south dde of the 6500
block of Ead. Lancagter Avenue. It was demolished in 1950. Severd outbuildings a the rear of lots on the 6500 block of
Ead Lancader Avenue were reamoved after the period of significance. There has been no infill in the district Snce 1951.
The Central Handley Historic Didtrict retains its integrity of design, materids, workmanship, setting, location, feeling, and
association.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

APPLICABLE NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA

X A PROPERTY ISASSOCIATED WITHEVENTS THAT HAVE MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE BROAD
PATTERNS OF OUR HISTORY.

B PROPERTY ISASSOCIATED WITH THE LIVES OF PERSONS SIGNIFICANT IN OUR PAST.

X C PROPERTY EMBODIES THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF A TYPE, PERIOD, OR METHOD OF
CONSTRUCTION OR REPRESENTSTHE WORK CF A MASTER, OR POSSESSESHIGH ARTISTIC VALUE, OR
REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT AND DISTINGUISHABLE ENTITY WHOSE COMPONENTS LACK INDIVIDUAL
DISTINCTION.

_ D PROPERTY HASYIELDED, OR ISLIKELY TO YIELD, INFORMATION IMPORTANT IN PREHISTORY OR HISTORY.

CRITERIA CONSIDERATIONS: N/A

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: Commerce; Community Plarming and Development; Architecture
PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: ca 1910-1951

SIGNIFICANT DATES: 1946

SIGNIFICANT PERSON: N/A

CULTURAL AFFILIATION: N/A

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: Unknown; Adams, B.B./contractor; Garrison, R.C./contractor; Pursdlley,
V.L./contractor, Carmack, George Stevervcontractor (attributed); Stevens, Carl, contractor.

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (s continuation sheats 812 through 8-22).

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES

BIBLIOGRAPHY (see continuation sheats9-23 through 9-24).
PREVIOUS DOCUMENTATION ON FILE (NPS): N/A
_ preliminary determination of individua listing (36 CFR 67) hes beaen requested.
_ previoudy listed in the National Register
xprevioudy determined digible by the Nationa Regiger
_ desgnated aNationd Historic Landmark
_recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
PRIMARY LOCATION OF ADDITIONAL DATA:
X Sate historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission)
_ Other gate agency
_ Federd agency
2"_ocd govemment
_ Universty
X Other ~ Specify Repository:  Fort Worth Public Library, Fort Worth, Texas
Handey Neghborhood Assoaaion
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The Centrd Handley Historic District iseligible for the National Register of Historic Placesa the local leve of
dgnificance under Criterion A for its assodiation with the devdopment and commercia history of the community of
Handley, Texas. The district was the center of the commercid life of the unincorporated small town which subsequently
was annexed intothe city of Fort Worth in 1946. Plaited in 1885 by the Texas & Pacific Railway, the growth of the town
was infiuenced by the presence of the railroad and then the arrival of the Interurban between Fort Worth and Ddlasin
1902. Asthe location of the traction company's power plant and car bams, the town became home to employees of both
the Northem Texas Traction Company and the T & P. The Centrad Handley Historic District was oriented on the north
dde of therailway reservation with the depot located dong the southem border of the district. The budnesseswithin the
digtrict sarved not only the local resdents and areafarmers but the commuters who traveled on the railroad and the
Interurban. The district dso iseligible & the loca level under Criterion C for itsfine collection of early 20th-century
amdl town commercia architecture. The period of significancefor the district isfrom ca 1910 to 1951. These dates
correspond with the date of construction for the earliest extant building initsoriginal location and recognize the district's
continued commercia importance to the region following annexation into the City of Fort Worth.

NarrativeHistory

The community of Handley was named for Mgjor James Madison Handley, a Georgia native who sarved with the
Forty-sixth Alabama Infantry Regiment during the Civil War. Local folklore contendsthat after the war, Handley was
employed as adrummer for aNew York clothing firm. According to one source, Handley was traveling on agage from
Ddlas to Fort Worthinlate 1865 or early 1866. The driver of the Sage dopped a Village Creek in eedem Tarrant
County to water his horses. Handley was <0 impressad with the areathat he bought 600 acresin Village Creek plus
svad lots on Hougton Street in Fort Worth. The Tarrant County Courthouse burned in 1876, destroying many of the
county's earliest records. However, a check of the dead records reved sthat the earliest deed with Handley's nameon it
was in 1874 for the purchase of the west half of the M.T. Johnson Survey, containing approximately 320 acres. This
portion of the M.T. Johnson Survey abutted the Sarah Gray Jennings Survey & the latter's southeest comer. The town of
Handley would later be platted in the Jennings Survey. Other deed records indicate that Handley sold the 320 acresof the
Johnson Survey to aWilliam A. Handley in 1875. JamesM. Handley later purchased 677 acres of the RR. Ramey
Survey which adso was located in the Handley area”

In 1876, the Texas & Pacific Raillway condructed its linefrom Ddlas to Fort Worth with the line running through
the Sarah Gray Jennings Survey. In that same year, a podt office was established in the areaand named for Major
Handley. The railway company established a smdl gation there and a community began to take shgpe. 1n 1885, the T &
Pfiled aplat in Tarrant County for the town of Handley. The plat was oriented on agrid sreet pattem with therailroad
tracks running through the center of town on adightly danted esstiwest axis. To the north of the railway reservation was
Front Street. The blocks on its north Sde were divided into 25-foot lots. South of the reservation was Main Street with
the blocks on both the north and the south sdes divided into 25-foot lots as well. From the plat, it gopearsthat the T & P

" David Dunndt, "Mgjor JM. Handey," in Mrs Jon [Bettye] Burgess ad David Dunnett, The Handey Collection, Fort
Worth: Amon Carter Musaum, [ca 1980], n.p.; Tarrant County Deed Reoards Voume O, Page 61, 62, Vdume 170, Pge 438,
Tarant County Courthouse, Fort Worth, Texas [heredfter dited as Desd Reoordd. It hes not been detlermined who was William A.
Handey. James M. Handey nevar maried 0 William mey have bemn a nganew or brother.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval  No. 1024-0018
(B-861

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Central Handley Historic District
Section 8 Page 13 Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

anticipated that Main Street would be the magjor commercia street of the community because of the presence of © many
25-foot lots. The areaof the original town was quite small with only the two ees™Wes streets mentioned above and only
four north/south dreets. From west to eedt, these dreets were West Street, Daggett Street, Jennings Street, and Eagt
Street.4

By 1900, Handley was a quiet village conssting of approximately 12 housesand about 80 resdents. 1t began to
devdop rapidly after the arrival of the Northern Texas Traction Company. In 1902, the company built alinefrom Fort
Worth to Ddlas with Handley and nearby Arlington being among the stops on the route. The company, reportedly a the
request of Major Handley, chase the town of Handley as the location for its car barnsand power plant, the latter of which
aso supplied power to the Cleburne Interurban Railway. The choice of Handley was partially influenced by the
community's unincorporated gatus, thusfreeing the company from city taxes. In addition, many of the company's
employess chose to meke Handley their home. The traction company's presence and its power plant would play arole in
future incorporation and annexation struggles in Handley.

The Northem Texas Traction Company devdoped the power plant's lake, known as Lake Erie, into a recregtion
degtination, thereby insuring more ridership on the line. At the leke were a large dance pavilion and picnic grounds as
well as amenities for boating, swimming, bowling, tennis, and golf Lake Erie became a popular destination for mery
North Texans. It was thought that as many as 10,000 people would travel to Lake Erie on Sundays holidays, and for
goecid events. The amusement park’s popularity spurred someto predict that Handley and the surrounding areawould
regp the benefits. In 1904, an article in The Bohemian stated:

The result islikely to be a series of pleasant homesadong the Interurban, with trees, vines, gardens, plenty
of fruit, vegetables, poultry, etc., 0 that intime therewill be continuous improvement between [Fort
Worth and Arlington] extending north and south of the tracks with a series of villages like pearlson the
Interurban lineas a string.

The prediction can be safdly mede that in ten years one continuous city will reech from Fort Worth to
Ddlas.

This summer aboulevard sixty feet wide isto be laid out from Fort Worth to Arlington north of the tracks
and there are developments further dl aong between the Interurban and the Trinity River. The scenary
adong the lineisgood and in some places strikingly beautiful .5

Although the article was over-optimistic, Handley did grow a& a seedy pace. In 1904, the year the article was written,
Handley hed a population of 156. By 1915, it had grownto 905. Lake Erie continued to be adraw until the 1920s when
the automobile became more popular and other amusement facilities such as Lake Worth north of Fort Worth drew

4 Chales Degion, Texas Pogtd Higory Handbook, Audin, Texas Rublished by the Author, 1980, 118, Desd Reoards Vol.
40, Pages 51-52. Theplat is not on a true northysouth axis, but runs dightly off & a northeest/southwest direction.

5 "Higoricd Ead Fort Worth," Advertisng Saection, Fort Worth Sar-Tdegram, March 31, 1993, p. 10, "Beautiful Leke
Erie & Handey, Tre Bohamian, Souvenir Numbear, World's Far Edition, Fort Worth: Our Literary Clubin Bohemig, 1904, p. 166.
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petrons away .

In Handley, the Interurban's tracks closdly followed those of the Texas & Pacific which were located to the north.
It was essy for commuters to switch from one form of transportation to the other due to their proximity. The Interurban
wes a popular meansof traveling to Dalasand Fort Worth as it ran more frequently than passenger trainsfromthe T & P
dations in Handley and dsawhere dong the railroad line. Many people choseto live in the Handley area because of this
convenience.

Few issues of Handley's early newspapears have survived to the presant day <o it isdifficult to trace the
devdopment of thetown's commercid history. Early newspgpersthat did survive often featured very little local
coverage. Inaddition, advertissments for loca busnessesrarely listed address=sas it likely was presumed that resdents
could eedly find the establishments in the small town. For example, a newspgper from 1909 included ads without
addressesfor JH. Rainey Funerd Director, Red's Blacksmith Shop, Honeycutt and Pruett (barbers), JE. Smith Generd
Merchandise, and H.T. Russdl Groceries and Feeds |1t is bdieved that the blacksmith shop was located south of the
tracks and it isknown that Honeycutt and Pruett, JE. Smith Generd Merchandise and H.T Russdl Groceries and Fesds
were located within the boundaries of the district during the period of significance”

In the 1910s Handley's commercia core began to take on much of the gppearancethat it hes today. The middle
portion of the 6500 block of Eadt Lancagter was congtructed during this period. Mogt of theoriginal commercia
buildings were small, wood-framed structures. The earliest extant brick building in the district was congmcted in ca
1910. This 1-gory buff brick building isdivided into three bays by brick pilasters. The pargpetsof each bay are
decorated with a sawtooth brick corbeling with the center bay rising dlightly above the outer two. Other buildings
condgtructed during this decede included 6513 E. Lancader Avenue (ca 1916) and 6517-6517A and 6519 E. Lanceder
Avenue (ca 1918). Thexebuildings dso are 1-dory and are very similar to the building a 6509-6511 E.L ancaster.

The mog significant building congtructed in the commercia areaduring this period wasthe Texas & Peacific
depot. In 1912, the T & P built acombination passangar and freight depot between the railroad tracks on the south sSde of
the 6500 block of Eadt Lancagtler Avenue. This 1-dory yellow brick building was buiU by the U.S. Construction
Company. The location of this company is not known but probably was one used by the railroad to construct other depots
dong itsline. The Handley depot hared similar features with other smdl T & P combination stations constmcted during
thisera Theseincluded ahipped roof with overhanging boxed eavesand a 1 1/2-gory tower.”

6 "Higtoricd Eadt Fort Worth," pp. 10, 14.
1 Bugess "The Sary of Handey," 6; Tdgohone interview with Bettye Hicks March 22, 2001.

N Interdate Commace Commisson, Record Group 134, Bureau of Vauation, Enginearing Hdd Notes Texas and Pacdific
Ralway, Handey, Texas (Vduation Sadtion 6, Texag Bax 1087), ca 1917, Naiond Archives and Reoords Adminidration, Calege
Pak. Maryland, [copiesin author's possesson]. For examples of other T & P degpots condructed during this erg, see issues of Texas
and Padific Quarterly for the years 19101912
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The 1920s brought more development to the budnessdistrict. During the first half of the decade, the eest end of
the 6500 block of E. Lancagter Avenue wes built up with brick buildings. Around 1922, the 2-gtory building a 6501 E.
Lancager was condructed. Although not highly omamented, the brick building hes adightly sepped pargpet and quoin-
like effect onthe end pilagters of the facade, dthough the latter has been obscured by the application of ducco onthe
exterior. Ithad a 1-dory wing & the rear that was either congructed a the sametime as the main building or a leest by
1930 a5 it gppeared on a Sanborn Map issued that year. An automobile egency occupied the ssmcture. The C.F. Issnman
Building a 6505 E. Lancagter Avenue was congructed in 1924. This 1-gory brick building hes a smple pargpet with a
doneor cadt inset pand reading "C.F. Issnman 1924." Isenmen operated the Handley Shoeand Tailor Shop. A 2-dory
dwelling is atached to the rear of the building. It, too, was either a contemporary of the front building or was congmcted
by 19309

A permanent facility for the pogt office was congtructed on Jennings Street, now Handley Drive, in 1921. When
the town was platted, it isbelieved that the pog office was located inthe home of aMrs. Cdais. Although itslocation is
not known, it was said to be "acrossthe tracks,” presumably on the south Sde. Horses were afraid to crossthe tracks o
the office was moved. Rose (Mrs. William D.) Weller, wife of an early gationmader for the Texas & Pacific, wasthe
pogmidress when aone-room sructure was built behind what is currently the location of Kell's Cleaners on Eagt
Lancader. Mrs. Weiler reportedly carried aline of school supplies inacasein the pog office. The Wellers were
respongible for the construction of the Jennings Stret building. At that time, Mr. Weiler was no longer the gationmaster
and ingead was operating an insurance and loan company. It wes believed that Weiler'soffice was located in the
northern one-third of the pog officebuilding. 1t was common for pogt officesin smal townsto be located in privately
congructed buildings as opposad to government congtructed buildingsin larger towns. 18

Another building congructed inthe early 1920s wasthe |.B. Howell Fesd Store. Built in 1924, the feed Sore was
afront gabled, 1-dory wood-framed building. The building was located to the north of therailroad tracks on land that
wes part of the originad T & Preservation. According to Sanbom Maps, the building was expanded and the exterior
sheathed with metd siding sometime between 1942 and 1950. The area surrounding Handley wes still largely rural and
the feed Sore provided needed products such as Superior brand stock and poultry feeds to nearby farmers. Severd other
feed doreswere established in Handley but the Howell ore outlived them all. Members of the Howell family continued
to operate the budness until it was purchased by Jm Taber and the namewas changed to Handley Feed Store in 1998.
The gore retains much of its early 20th-century rustic charm such as itswidewood plank floors, exposad roof trusses,
and no air conditioning. 1'

" Tarant County Tax Reoards Tarrant County Courthouse Annex, Fort Worth, Texag Santboom Fre Insurance Map,
Handey. Texas 1930, Microfilm. Spedd Collections, Universty of Texas & Arlington Libraries Arlington, Texas [herediter dited &5
Soadd Collections, UTA].

10 Batye G. Burgess "The Siory of Handley," Novamba 1, 1978. Typad manusript, p. 5. Copy onfile a the TCHC.
Sabom Fre Insurance Map, Handley, Texas 1930 [microfilm]. Soedd Collections, UTA.

1' Sgbom Frelnarance Maps Handey, Texas 1930, 1942, Sanboom Fre Inarance Mep, Fort Worth, Texas 1950,
1962, Geoffrey A. Campbd|, "Goneto Sset Fed Siare Lacks Comforts but Offers Downrto-Earth Touch," Tarant Busnes
Sedtion, Fort Warth Star-Tdegram, duly 24, 2000, p. 9.
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Severd other buildingswere congtructed within the boundaries of the district during the 1920sthat were
demoalished between 1950 and 1962. Theseincluded the buildingsa 6501, 6503,and 6505 E. Lancager Avenue. The
1927 Handley High School yearbook gives some dues as to the various busnessesthat operated in Handley & that time.
Again, addresses of the locd establishments were not given. In contragt, advertisements for busnesses located in Fort
Worth or Arlington usually included an address. Among the local busnesses advertising in the yearbook and their
presumed locations within the boundaries of the historic district were the Weller Insurance Agency (3132 Handley Drive),
[.B. Howell'sfeed sore (6472 E. Lancager Ave.), Finch Chevrolet Company (6501 E. Lancager Ave.), and the Handley
Shoeand Tailor Shop, C.F. Issnman, Proprietor (6505 E. Lancagter Ave.). Isenman's ad dated "We are prepared to do
your Cleaning and Pressing, as well as Shoe Repairing, and will promise you an A-1job." Other bugnessssin Handley
were T.E. Cashion groceries, Handley Lumber Company (located in the 6700 block of Eagt Lancagter Avenue and no
longer extant), Shultz's Drug Store, Handley Bakery and Cafe, the Modd Grocery, Mitchell Cash Fesd Store, Miller's
Meat Market, and the Handley Garage.'2

Another historic busnessin the district was Smith Dry Goods and Notions, located a 6517 E. Lancaser Avenue.
The sorewas established prior to 1910 by JE. Smith. Hewasjoined inthe busnessby his niece, Virgie Smith, who took
over managemeant of the store after his desth in 1933, 1t continued in operation throughout the period of significance ad
by the 1950swas known as Smith's Variety Store. 1"

The 1930 Handley Tdephone Book lists all subscribers in the town, but only by name and telephone exchange.
Although there are numerous business listed inthe directory, it isdifficult to know their location. 1n addition to the
busness=s previoudly listed, the Sanborm Fire Insurance Map from 1930 provides afew cluesto the types of busnesses
located within the boundaries of the district. The mgp gives no actud names of the budgnesses and in most casssjust
identified the establishment as "store.” Thetype of busnessand its corresponding modem addresseswere feed and
produce (6472 E. Lancader Ave.), auto sdlesand sarvice (6501 E. Lancagter Ave.) drug stores (6515 and 6519 E.
Lancader Ave.), pod officeand insurance office (3132 Handley Drive)."”

Around 1931, William D. and Rose Weller congtructed another pogt officebuilding a 3128 Handley Drive, just
one building north of the former pog office. Thisbuilding continued to serve as the pogt office throughout the remainder
of the period of significance. The contractor for the project was B.B. Adams, awell known builder from Fort Worth.
Probably sometime between 1921 and 1930, the Wellers moved their home from its location on Front Street to its current
location a 3126 Handley Drive (just north of the 1931 building) The Weilershed previousy owned Lots 14 and 7 of

12 The Skyrocke, Handley High Schod Yearbook, 1926-27, Arlington, Texes Fary Bros Publishers and Rinter, 1927.

13 "Smith Dry Goods and Notions is One of Handley's Oldest Business Firms," unidentified newspaper article [ca. 19-
Mrs. John [Bettye] Burgess and David Dunnett, The Handley Collection.

"N Handey Tdephore Directory, 1930, Sanbom Hre Insurance Map, Handley, Texas 1930,
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Block 2 (the 6500 block of E. Lancagter). Asthe south half of Lots 1 and 2 were the lagt to have acommercid building
condructed on them, it ssamspossble that the Wellers housewas located thereif it istrue that it was moved from
Lancager Avenue. |

What is perhgps the most unique building inthe district was condructed in 1933 & 6523 E. Lancagter Avenue for
O.D. ad Orlay Stevensby V.L. Pursdley. It hes aprominent location in the district & the northwest intersection of East
Lancager and Handley Drive. The facade of the 1-gory building is highlighted with uncoursed sandstone and petrified
wood that reportedly camefrom Glen Ross, Texas. Another unique feature was the use of polychrome ceramic glazed
tiles on the bulkheads undemegth the storefront windows. The interior of the building was divided into three Sores.
During the period of significance, the west sore was usad as a restaurant (among other things), the main or corner Sore
wes adrug sore and the north store functioned as abarber shop. The building aso was famous within the district
because of its association with itsowner. Shortly after the building was completed, O.D. Stevenswas convicted in 1934
and sentenced to 27 years a Alcatraz for hisrole in a$71,000 robbery of the T & P gtation & Handley and narcotics

pos=sson. 16

The devdopment of Handley was closaly tied with transportation issues. Besdes being connected to two forms
of rail transportation, Handley a0 had dose ties with highway transportation. The Fort Worth-Dallas Pike ran through
the central businessdistrict of Handley on what was originally Front Street. In the mid 1920s, the pike was widened
between the two cities including that portion which ran through Handley. By the mid 1930s, the Fort Worth-Dallas pike
wes pat of "the Broadway of America,” a0 known as U.S. Highway 80 and Texas 1. Asthe automobile rase in
popularity, this meant increesed traffic through the heart of the little community. 1*

Along with the building projects mentioned above, Handley benefited from New Ded-era construction projects.
Works Progress Administration (WPA) fundswere used for the congtruction of water and sewer systemsin the
community. Inaddition, WPA fundswere usd for the congtruction of Sdewaks. Some of these Sdewalks bearing a
WPA imprint are still extant within the district on Handley Drive. 1"

The 1930s brought other changesto Handley. On Chrismas Eve 1934, the Interurban mede its lagt run between
Fort Worth and Dallas. Texas Motorcoaches, a subddiary of the traction company, began running busss between the two
citieswith Handley being agtiop dong the route. The traction company's power plant had been sold to Texas Electric

Se Tarant County Deed Reoords Grantee Indexes for 1876-1937.
' 6 Tarant Courty Higoric Resauroes Survey, Fort Worth: Uppar North, Northeedt, Eadt, Far South, and Far West, Fort
Worth: Higoric Presarvation Coundil for Tarant County, Texes 1989, p. 148.

"1 Fort Worth Press Odiooer 23, 195 ad e 30, 1996 &s transribed in the Fedard Writer's Project, "Guideto Fort
Worth," [microfilm] Fort Worth Public Library, Fort Worth, Texas [herediter refarred to es Fedard Wrriters Project], pp. 3419, 6089
RN, 6293.

Eal Raymond Weddd|, interviewed by Matie Autry, May, Jine 1978, Ord Hidories of Fort Worth, Inc., typewritten
manusipt onfile & the Tarrant County Higtoric Commission.
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Savice Company (now TXU Electric) in 1932. The eectric company used it to supply electricity to the surrounding area
and as abooger station during pesk load periods for the Fort Worth plant. Lake Erie was used by locas and was
eventudly incorporated into Lake Arlington inthe 1950s.™

At various times during the first half of the 20th century, resdents of Handley struggled with the issue of either
incorporating the town or being annexed into neighboring Fort Worth. Asan unincorporated community, Handley never
hed any formal loca govermment and the assodiated services quch as police protection, dthough it did have a volunteer
fire degpatment.  In 1921, the City of Fort Worth invited severd suburbs, including Handley, to be annexed intothe city.
By 1928, support for annexation gppeared to be growing among some Handley residents. Inthat year, resdentsvoted in
favor of having Handley's two schools under thejurisdiction of the Fort Worth Independent School District. William D.
Weéller, one of the Handley budness leeders who spearheaded annexation efforts, pointed to this action as proof that
resdents would support annexation. The Fort Worth Star-Telegram quoted Weller as saying "We havetried to
incorporate as avillage under the laws of the gate and failed due to efforts of the Northern Texas Traction Company.”
A.F. Townsend, manager of the traction company, denied that his company hed ever blocked annexation or incorporation
of Handley. Supporters of annexation believed that the action would result in the reduction of costsfor electricity, water,
and ges and would offset the amount residents would owe in taxes.20

However, not everyone in Handley or Fort Worth supported annexation. The Fort Worth Star-Telegram  reported
that the majority of resdents opposad the action out of the belief that Fort Worth couldn't offer Handley anything worth
the taxesthey would haveto pay. One Fort Worth Councilman opposad the idea on the grounds that the city did not have
the resourcesto extend police, fire, and other servicesto the area The areato be annexed extended from what was then
the city's eegtern limits for a distance of about 6,000 feet dong the Fort Worth-Dallas Pike and about that samewidth at
itswidest point, excluding property owned by the Northern Texas Traction Company. In November 1928, Carl Wede, an
atorney, and Reverend J. Frank Norris, dthough aresdent of Fort Worth, gopeared before the Fort Worth City Council
representing Handley residents who desred annexation. Wede informed the Council that a petition had bean sgned by
263 Handley resdents requesting annexation. However, the City's secretary claimed no knowledge of the petition. The
Council voted againg calling for an eection for the proposed annexation by avote of 4to 3. The mgority of the council
bdieved that such an eection would engender ill fedings among Handley resdentsthat might last for years One
councilman dated that it would not be fair to exclude the traction company's property from the proposed annexation area
& the company wes better ableto pay city taxesthan mog individuals.21

19 Fedad Writers Projedt, p. 3420.

20 Fort Wath Sar-Tdeyam, Deoamba 12, 1921, Fort Wath Press Augud 15, 1928 Novamba 27, 1998 as transribed
in Fedard Write's Prget, 14316, 7230-31; Fort Wath Reoord-Tdeyam, Sptembe 7, 1928 Sar-Tdeyam ClippingsFile, Joeda
Cdlettions UTA.

21 Fort Worth Star-Tdegram, Oddbe 14, 1928, Forr Warth Press Augudt 21, 1928 Novambe 21, 1928, and Novarbe
27, 1928 as transibed in the Fedard Writers Projedt, 7176-77, 7226, 7230-31.
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The quedtion of annexation verses incorporation continued to be of concern. 1n September 1939, the Handley
Civic League ettablished a gpecid committee to Sudy the advantages and disadvantages of incorporation. 1n October, the
Leagues president, J.B. Par, dated that he saw no advantage to the community with incorporation. 1n 1946, Handley
reddents voted againgt incorporation 390 to 129 in an eection gponsored by the Handley Improvement League. The area
to be incorporated was lessthan four square miles and included what was refereed to as Wes Handley which bordered the
eadtern limits of Fort Worth. This combined area had a population of between 2,000 and 5,000 people and Handley itself
wes bdieved to be the stat€'s largest unincorporated town.

Resdents reluctantly began to consder annexation. Becausethe community was located outside of the city limits
of Fort Worth, resdents were being charged double the rate for water as were residents of Fort Worth. Handley's citizens
aso recognized the need for better garbage disposal, police protection, and bus and telephone services. In December,
aearesdents voted 2,391 for and 2,128 againgd annexation Although alaw suit againg the annexation was filed againg
the City of Fort Worth, the suit eventually was dropped and Handley officially joined the city in March 1947.22

Annexation brought changesto the Handley area. Mogt of the community's street neameswere changed to avoid
confusonwith other greetsin Fort Worth. Front Street became Eadt Lancader Avenue, West Street was changed to Erie
Street, Daggett Street became Forest Avenue, Jennings Street became Handley Drive, and Eagt Stret became Halbert
Stret. Housesin Handley never had numbers o the Fort Worth Public Works Department set about assigning them
addresses  The city began operating the Handley water and sewege sysem.  In spite of its absorption by Fort Worth, a
srong sanse of community remained inthe areaiand the name"Handley" continued to be usad for civic associaions and
busnesses This practice continues to the present.23

After Handley was annexed into Fort Worth, the community's resdents and businesses began to gopear inthe
Fort Worth City Directories. The directories reved which typesof busnesseswere located within the boundaries of the
digtrict. In 1950, the following busnesseswere located inthe district (the addresses have been adjugted to metch the
current addreses):

e Howdl's Cash Feed Store, 6472 E. Lancager Ave.

« Worth Food Market No. 12, 6501 E. Lancaster Ave.
*  Michener Barber Shop, 6505-A E. Lancader Ave.

* Handley Shoe Shop 6505-B E. Lancagter Ave.

* JB. Miller Grocery, 6507 E. Lancager Ave.

» Cotter's Grocery and Market, 6509 E. Lancagter Ave.

22 Fort Wath Sar-Tdegram, moming edition, Sgotlamber 19, 1939, October 24, 1939, January 10, 1946, May 12, 1946,
March 6, 1947, Fort Worth Sa-Tdegram Clippings File, Soedd Callections UTA. One newspgpar atide plaosd Handey's
populetion & 4,500. See Fort Worth Press Deoarber |1, 1946, Handey Clippingsfile. Fort Worth Public Library.

23 Fort Wath Star-Tdegram, moming edition, April 25, 1947 and evening edition, July [illegible], 1947, Fort Worth Sar-
Tdegram Clippings File, Soedd Collections, UTA.
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* Handley Hardware and Plumbing Company, 6511 E. Lancader Ave.

* F& M Vaiety Store, 6513 E. Lancager Ave.

* Beautyland Beauty Shop, Florence's Fower Shop, 6515 E. Lancader Ave.

»  Smith's Dry Goods and Notions, 6517 E. Lancader Ave.

* Virginia's Beauty Shop, Scott's Barber Shop 6517-A E. Lancader Ave.

e Lynch Pharmecy, 6519 E. Lancagter Ave.

* Al'sCafe, 6521 E. Lancager Ave. (west storefront of 6523 E. Lancader Ave.)

e Hubbard Drug, 6523 E. Lancader Ave.

* Moore, Bill J. & Bonds, Leroy, 3126 Handley Drive (possibly aduplex & 3126 & 3126/2)
* U.S Pog Office, Handley Station, 3128 Handley Drive

* Grove, W.B. Co. Red Edate 3132 Handley Drive/City Water Department Branch, North Sde of 313224

Annexation did not prove to be abenefitto al in Handley. Thiswas particularly true for the Texas & Pacific
Railway. Prior to annexation, freight service in and out of the community declined during the early 1940s. Someof this
decline may have been due to the effectsof World Wer 11, In 1940, 23,334 freight receipts were issued et the T & P
dation wheressin 1944, only 1,502 receipts were issued. Freight traffic to and from the station aso decreased during that
time. Although the outbound traffic was about the same, the inbound traffic declined. In 1940, 161 incoming carsand 6
outgoing carswere recorded. For 1944, 79 carswere inbound and only 7 were outbound. Perhgpsthe wartime materia
shortages accounted from the decrease in inbound car traffic or it is possble that more inbound freight wes routed to the
T & Pfacilitiesa Fort Worth. No passange sarvice was recorded for thoseyears25 Freight volume incressed dlightly
after the war but then decreesed after Handley wias annexed into Fort Worth. Freight handled a the station dropped from
202 carloads in 1947 to 84 carloads in the first 11 months of 1948. It became unprofitable for the railway company to
continue operating the station. The Texas Railroad Commisson authorized the T & P to cees= operation in Handley.
Although many resdents protested by signing apetition agang its closure, the petition was never forwarded to Austin.
On May 20, 1949, M.M. Cotton, the station's agent, locked the building. Efforts by the railroad to sall the former sation
were unsuccessful. I1n 1950, the title to the 38-year old building was given to the Handley and Caddo Village Boy Socout
troops. Materid from the building was ussd to build two scout houses. With the demolition of the Handley depat, the
company that platted Handley no longer hed a prominent physical presence in the community with the exception of the
railroad tracks that continued to parallel the business district.26

24 Fort Warth City Directory, 1950.
25 Chales P. Zlatkovich, Texas & Pecific Ralway: Operaions and Traffic, H Paso Wedana Press 1998, pp. 24, 228.
26 Fort Wath Star-Tdegram, moming edition, April 14, 1949 and June 4, 1949, evening edition. Fort Worth Sar-Tdegram

ClippingsFile; "Quant Depat & Handey May Fed Ax Of Wredke; It Doesnt Rete aWhidle” Fort Worth Press Januaty 26, 1950,
Fort Woth Sar-Tdegram, Odober 26, 1950. Handley Clippings File, Fort Warth Public Library.
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After annexation, the Centrd Handley Historic District continued to function as aregiona commercial center
with mixed success A new pogt office was condructed outside of the district and the post office a 3128 Handley Drive
was closed. In 1952, the Handley bank congructed anew facility a 3129 Handley Drive, just north of thedistrict. It
eventualy outgrew this facility and congtructed another bank inthe early 1960sa Lancagter Avenue and Weller, west of
the district. The buildings housng the old bank and the Gem Theater were demolished prior to 1962. In 1957, the
Ddlas-Fort Worth Tumpike, now part of Interstate 30, opened north of the Handley area When traveling between the
two cities, drivers no longer hed to pess through Handley on old U.S. Highway 80 on Eadt Lancaster Avenue. New
devdopment sprung up along the tumpike. These combined forces drew cusomers away from Handley's business
district.

There are three antique sores, adoll sore, and an art gallery inthe district. These busnessesdraw clientsfrom
al over North Texas. A dgn and engraving budnessis located a 6507 E. Lancader Avenue. A restaurant hes recently
opened a 6509-11 E. Lancader Avenue. Inaddition, local busness owners and residents have formed the Handley
Initiative in an effort to revitalize the community's commercid core. The Handley Initiative raised funds for the
ingtallation of period streetlights along severd greetsincluding portions of Eagt Lancagter Avenue, Forest Avenue, ad
Handley Drive. It dso hes petitioned the Fort Worth Historic and Cultural Landmark Commission to designate 6472 E.
Lancager Avenue, the 6500 block of Eagt Lancaster Avenue and portions of the 3100 block of Handley Drive & a local
digtrict. Inaddition, the City of Fort Worth has launched acorridor revitalization program throughout the city. One of the
corridors included inthis effort is East Lancagter Avenue.

Architectural Significance

The Centrd Handley Historic District iseligiblefor listing on the National Regiger under Criterion Cfor its
excdlent collection of early 20th-century commercia buildings. Mogt of the buildings are 1-gory and were constructed
between ca 1910 and 1936. The predominant style within the district is best described as the Commercid Style. The
exampleswithin the Centra Handley Historic Didtrict are congructed of brick or sone. One of the identifying features of
this style isthe pargpet. Within the district, they vary from the fairly unadorned brickwork found on the 1senman
Building a& 6505 E. Lancagter Avenue to oneswith decorative brick corbeling such as that found on the building a 6517
E. Lancager Avenue. Commercid Style buildingstypicallydso haveflat or dightly doping roofs, transoms ebove the
gtorefronts, centered entrancesthat are often recessed, and bulkheads bdow the windows. Examples of nearly intact
gtorefronts can be found on the building a 6523 E. Lanceder Avenue. Thisbuilding is conddered to be individually
digible for the National Regigter for its unusud sandgtone and petrified wood exterior.

Although the designersor architects of the buildings are not known, it is known that B.B. Adams wes the
contrector for 3128 Handley Drive. This building was congtructed in 1931 and sarved as the Handley Pogt Office through
the end of the period of significance. Adams was awell known contractor in Fort Worth and congructed severd
bungdow-gyle fire dations inthe 1920s Other projects included the Flemish-influenced 2-gory Gartner Housea 935
Hillcrest Street built in 1930; the Friedson House, a2-gory Tudor Reviva style housea 2420 Medford Court Eadt, built
in 1931, the Lackey House, 2300 Medford Court Eadt, a 2-story Tudor Revival style house condructed in 1933; the
Smon House a 3760 Country Club Circle, a2-story Colonial Revival house congtructed in 1937; Gambrell Street Baptist
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Church, 1616 W. Gambrell Street, aLate Gothic Reviva style church condructed in 1948-49; and University Christian
Church & 2720 S University Drive, congructed in 1933 in the Spanish Eclectic Style27

Other contractors whose work is located inthe district included V. L. Pursdley who condructed the highly
unusua sandgtone and petrified wood Commercia Style building & 6523 E. Lancager Avenue in 1933. Two buildings
located in the 6500 block of Eadt Lancagter have been attributed to George Steven Carmiack. These 1-dory brick
Commercid Style buildingscongructed inca 1910 (6509-11) and ca 1916 (6513-15) are very similar to each other with
sawtooth pattern brick corbeling aong the pargpet. Carmack condiructed numerous buildingsin the 1920sand 1930s
throughout Fort Worth, many of which were resdences

The Weiler House a 3126 Handley Drive isagood loca example of aFolk Victorian style home. This2-gory
building is sheathed with shiplap siding and has a hipped roof main block with a projecting front gabled bay. The facade
of the gabled bay featuresfishscale shingles on the gable end and afull width pent roof beow the shingles. On the south
dde of the bay isahipped roof porch with spindled columns. The shed roofed porch on the north Sde may not be
origind to the building but is sympathetic to the design of the house It isbdieved that this house was congructed around
1906 and was originally located on Eagt Lancager Avenue. It was moved to its present location prior to 1930.

The Centrd Handley Historic District iseligible for listing on the National Regiger of Historic Haces a theloca
levd of significance under Criterion A for its association with the development and commercia history of the community
of Handley, Texas From itsassociation with the Interurban between Ddlas and Fort Worth, its continued growth through
World War I1, and its annexation into the city of Fort Worth, it hes retained its sense of acommercid core serving the
surrounding area. In addition, the district iseligible at the local level of significance under Criterion C for its outstanding
collection of early 20th-century commercid architecture. Although the district hes undergone some decline snce the
period of significance, current revitalization efforts are attracting new budnessesand patrons alike. Listing of the Central
Handley Historic District on the National Register will further assst these efforts.

27 Cad Rourk, Fort Worth's Legendary Landmarks  Fort Worth: Texas Chridian Universty Press 1995, pp. 133, 160,
Tarant County Higtoric Resouraes Survey, Fort Worth Southdde, Fort Worth: Higtoric Presrvation Coundil for Tarrant County,
1986, p. 109, Tarant County Higtoric Resouraes Survey, Fort Worth: Upper North, Northeedt, Eadt, Far South and Ear Wed, Fort
Worth: Higoric Presarvaion Coundl for Tarant County, Texas, 1939, pp. 11, 146, 183,216, 220,235,237, 244.
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Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning & the southeast comer of Block 2 of the Handley Addition, proceed west dong the south boundary
line of Block 2 to the northeest corner of Forest Avenue and Eagt Lancagler Avenue; proceed in anortherly direction
adong the eedt curbline of Forest Avenue (west line of Lot 12 of Block 2) to the southeast comer of Kerr Strest and Foret
Avenue, proceed esdt dong the north boundary of Block 2 of the Handley addition until pardld with the southwest
corner of Block 12 of the Handley addition; proceed north dong the west boundary of Block 12 to the north boundary line
of Lot 2; proceed eedt along the north boundary of Lot 2 to Handley Drive; proceed south to the point of beginning.

Also included in thisnomination is 6472 E. Lancagter Avenue, defined as Lot A3A (of Block A, higtorically part
of theoriginal T & P Railway Reservation), beginning a the southwest corner of Forest Avenue and Eagt Lancaster
Avenue, proceed inawesterly direction aong the south boundary of East Lancagter Avenueto the northwest comer of
Lot A3A; procead in asoutherly direction aong the west boundary line of Lot A3A to the southwest comer of Lot A3A;
proceed in an eagterly direction adong the southem boundary of Lot A3A to the southeest comer of Lot A3A; proceed ina
northerly direction adong the eest boundary of Lot A3A to the northeast corner of Lot A3A, the point of beginning.

Boundary Justification

The Centra Handley Historic District isadiscontiguous district, which includes the majority of the historic
commercia core of the community that retains its historic and architectural integrity. One portion of thedistrict islocated
diagonaly acrossthe street in a southwesterly direction from the main portion of the district. Thisportion containsa
historic feed dore a 6472 E. Lancager Avenuethat retains much of its historic integrity and hes had along association
with the commercid life of the community. Thewes half of this block was excluded from the district because the lumber
yard a that location post-dates the period of significance. Although the north Sde of the 6400 block of Eadt Lancester
Avenue hes afew buildings that date from the period of significance, it hes been omitted from the district due to its lack
of integrity resulting from dterations and additionsto historic buildings and infill after the period of significance. The
south sdesof the 6500 block of Eadt Lancader Avenue were omitted from the boundaries because there are no buildings
or gtructures on them. The district d0 includes two commercid buildings and one historic house located on the west Sde
of the 3100 block of Handley Drive. Although the housea 3126 Handley Drive did not have acommercid function
during the period of significance, itisincludedin the district due to itsassociation with William D. and Rose Weller. The
Weilers were responsible for the construction of the buildings a 3128 and 3132 Handley Drive. Inaddition, Mr. Weiler
ran an inqurance company inthe district and Mrs. Weiler sarved as postmidtress during part of the period of significance.
The lots immediately north of the Weiler House are paved for parking and further north are severd nonhistoric
commercid buildings; all are exduded from the boundaries of the district. The 6600 block of Lancagter Ave. indudes
four commercia buildings which may be added to the district a alaer date, but whose current owners objected to listing
a thistime.
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Negatives on file with the City of Fort Worth

6472 E. Lancager Avenue
Camera facing west
Photo 1 of 7

6501 (noncontributing), 6505, 6507, 6509-11, 6513-15 E. Lancader Avenue
Camera facing northeest
Photo 2 of 7

Rear of 6507, 6505 and 6501 (noncontributing) E. Lancagter Avenue
Camera facing south
Photo 3 of 7

6505, 6507, 6509-11, 6513-15, 6517 E. Lancagter Avenue
Camera facing northwest
Photo 4 of 7

Central Handley Historic District
Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

6507, 6509-11, 6513-15, 6517-17A, 6519 (noncontributing), 6523 E. Lancagder Avenue/3134 Handley Drive

Camera facing northwest
Photo 5 of 7

3128 and 3126 Handley Drive
Camera facing northwest
Photo 6 of 7

3132 and 3128 Handley Drive
Camera facing northwest
Photo 7 of 7
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6472 E. Lanceger Avenue, Handley Addition, Blk A Lot 3A
Taber, James C.

6472 E. Lancaster Avenue

Fort Worth, TX 76112

6501 E. Lancager Avenue, Handley Addition, Blk 2, Lots 11 and 12 (Noncontributing)
Grove, W.Barry and Robert B.

10412 Long Meadow RD

Oklahoma City, OK 73162

6505 E. Lancager Avenue, Handley Addition, Blk 2, Lot 10
Dallar, Bobby K. etux Frances

7529 Y olanda Drive

Fort Worth, TX 76112

6507 E. Lancager Avenue, Handley Addition Blk 2, Lot 9
Gandy, Thomas and Jan Jordan

RR 6 Box 6807

Pdeding, TX 75801

6511 [6509-11] E. Lancager Avenue, Handley Addifion, Blk 2, Lots 7-8-W10'6
Koch, Richard and Susan

6724 Cdender Rd.

Arlington, TX 76001

6513 [6513-15] E. Lancager Avenue, Handley Addition, Blk 2, Lots5-E15' 6
6517 E. Lancager Avenue, Handley Addition, Blk 2, Lot W20' 4

Hicks, Dondd Lee & Elizabeth

803 Rad Oak Ln.

Arlington, TX 76012

6517 [6517A] E. Lancagter Avenue, Handley Addition, Blk 2, LotsES' 4-W7 1/4' 3
Yae K.C.

P.O. Box 8745

Fort Worth, TX 76124

6519 E. Lancager Avenue, Handley Addition, Blk 2, LotsW3 1/4' 2 E17 3/4' 3 (Noncontributing)
Yale K.C.

P.O. Box 8745.

Fort Worth, TX 76124
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6523 E. Lancagter Avenue, Handley Addition, Blk 2, Lot S72' 1 -72' E21 3/4' 2
Luck, Wm J& D Luck Cred. Trust

7108 Camp Bowie Blvd.

Fort Worth, TX 76116

3132 Handley Drive, Handley Addition, Block 2, LotsN43' 1 N43' E21 3/4' 2
Kauth, Gary R. etlux Marie

3132 Handley Drive

Fort Worth, TX 76112

3128 Handley Drive, Handley Addition, Block 12, Lot S27 1/2 E 80' |
3126 Handley Drive, Handley Addition, Block 12, Lots2ad 1 LessSE P
Lancager Crowley Invest. LLC

Attn: Kirk Lancaster

P.O. Box 8926

Fort Worth, TX 76124
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