
TENT AND MEMBRANE STRUCTURES FORT WORTH FIRE DEPARTMENT 

FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE 

These guidelines shall be followed when a group, facility, residential subdivision, or multi-family dwelling unit, 
within the City of Fort Worth, requests the use of a temporary structure. A temporary structure shall be a tent, 
canopy, air-supported, air- inflated or tensioned membrane structure. 

All Tent and Membrane Structures for the purposes of this guideline and any other guidelines or requirements of the 
Fire Department shall conform to the 2021 International Fire Code, as adopted and amended by City of Fort Worth. 

This guide does not replace, nor supersede any codes and/or ordinances adopted by the City of Fort Worth, or 
determinations and positions of the Fire Chief or Fire Marshal. 

When Required. 
A permit is required when the tent or membrane structure has an area 400 sq. ft. or larger or any size cooking tent. 

Definitions: 

Membrane Structure: An air-inflated, air-supported, cable or frame-covered structure as defined by the International 
Building Code and not otherwise defined as a tent or canopy. 

Tent: A structure, enclosure or shelter constructed of fabric or pliable material supported by any manner 
except by air or the contents that it protects. 

Tent/Membrane Structure Requirements. 

1. A minimum of 20 ft. clear width shall be provided around the tent, and shall be no closer than 20 ft. to lot 
lines, buildings, other temporary structures, vehicles. Support ropes and guy wires are not included.

2. Anchoring shall be by staking or water barrels.
3. The structure shall not be located within a fire lane or public street.
4. Fire apparatus access roads shall be provided.
5. Smoking in the tent shall not be permitted and approved No Smoking signs shall be conspicuously posted.
6. One 2A10BC extinguisher is required for every 3000sqft with a maximum 75ft travel distance.
7. Exits, with a minimum width of 6 ft. each, shall be provided and kept clear at all times. The number of exits 

shall be determined by the occupant load and Table 3103.12.2. Exit signs shall be self-luminous or shall be 
internally or externally illuminated.

8. A minimum of a 12 foot “fire break” shall be provided around the exterior of the tent/membrane structure that 
is free of guy ropes or other obstructions.

9. Certification or affirmation of the following shall be provided from the manufacturer or providing agency:
a. Fire resistance rating provided.
b. Date last treated.
c. Type of chemical.

10. Hay, straw, shavings or similar combustible materials shall not be located within any tent or air-supported 
structure. Open flame or other devices emitting flames, fire or heat or any flammable
or combustible liquids, gas, or charcoal shall not be permitted under the tent or located within 20
ft., unless specifically approved and permitted.

11. Warming of foods and similar operations using solid flammables or other similar devices that do not pose a fire 
hazard, shall be permitted.

12. If heating and cooking devices are approved, they shall not be located within 10 ft. of an exit or combustible 
materials. For cooking underneath a tent, the tent shall have a fire rating tag affixed to the tent by the 
manufacturer indicating compliance with NFPA 701. All frying processes shall include a “K” Class Fire 
Extinguisher for each frying device along with a 2A10BC extinguisher. Fryers must be placed at the rear of the 
tent, on a stable platform, and as far away from the public as possible... A minimum of 3 ft. clearance shall be 
provided from the inside material of the tent, canopy or membrane structure and the interior contents.



13. An affidavit or affirmation shall be submitted to the fire code official and a copy retained on the premises on
which the tent structure is located. The affidavit shall attest to all of the following information relative to the
flame propagation performance criteria of the fabric. [Reference 2021 IFC Section 3104.4] Certificate shall
include the following information:

• Names and address of the owners of the tent or air-supported structure.
• Date the fabric was last treated with flame-retardant solution.
• Trade name or kind of chemical used in treatment.
• Name of person or firm treating the material.
• Name of testing agency and test standard by which the fabric was tested

All applicable requirements of Chapter 31, Tents, Temporary Special Event Structures and Other Membrane Structures 
shall be met. 

To expedite the plan review and inspection processes, please refer to the information listed below. 

Submittal Requirements: 

A detailed site and floor plan shall include the following information: 

1. Indicate details of the means of egress.
2. Your requested seating or occupancy capacity. Occupant load will be determined by the Building Official.
3. Exits and exit pathways indicated on the floor plan.
4. Use of the tent or membrane structure.
5. Will cooking or heating devices be within or near the tent? If so, information regarding the cooking

operation shall be submitted concurrent with the permit review.
6. Location of electrical equipment.
7. Locations of fire extinguishers.
8. Fire Department access route and nearest fire hydrants.
9. Additional information based upon use and hazards.

Submittals that do not conform to the minimum above requirements will not be approved. 

General Requirements. 
1. Installation, fabrication or otherwise construction of the system is prohibited without approved plans and

permit.
2. Each submittal shall have a completed Fort Worth Fire Department Plan Review/Permit Application.
3. Plans approved by the Fire Marshal’s Office give authorization for construction. Final approvals are subject

to field verification.
4. Any approval issued by the Fire Marshal’s Office does not release the contractor or property owner

from the responsibility of full compliance with all applicable codes and ordinances relating to the event.
5. All installations must concur with the approved plans. Any deviation from the approved plans requires a re- 

submittal to the Fire Marshal’s Office.
6. All fire department inspection forms and permits shall be kept in a permit packet on the job site until final

inspection.

Inspection Requirements. 
1. The permit shall be valid only for the dates specifically requested and indicated on the issued permit.
2. Installation personnel shall be present for the inspection.
3. Verification of compliance and inspection by the Fire Department shall be required PRIOR to use.
4. All required exits shall be available and kept clear.
5. Fire extinguishers must be kept in place with a proper inspection tag and not obscured from view. One

2A10BC extinguisher for every 3000sqft with a maximum 75ft travel distance. One Class K extinguisher for
each frying device.

6. Fire resistance label legible and affixed to the tent by the manufacturer.
7. No combustibles or heating/cooking devices within the tent, unless specifically requested, approved and

permitted by code.
8. Propane shall not be stored or used under a tent. Propane must be secured together by chain or other

device at least 10ft away from any tent or structure. Pressure relief valves must be pointed away from the
tent.



REQUEST FOR PERMIT  
        TO ERECT TENT OR CANOPY 

       CITY OF FORT WORTH 
      CITY HALL - 200 TEXAS STREET 

   FORT WORTH, TX 76102 
PHONE: (817)-392-6840 FAX (817) 392-6867 
EMAIL: daniel.cearley@fortworthtexas.gov 

Date Request Received A Tent/Canopy Permit is required for any tent or canopy 400sqft or larger 
regardless of side walls or any size cooking tent or canopy. The Tent/Canopy 
Permit must be submitted at least 14 days before the start of the event. The Tent/
Canopy Permit Fee is $150. Any submittal after the 14 days will be assessed a 
$100 late fee. All tents/canopies must comply with applicable fire, safety, and 
other codes in effect during the dates of the permit.   

Permit Number 

Name and Address of Organization(s) Requesting Permit: 

Person Responsible for Erection and Use of Tent: 
Name        Address      Phone Number  

Location of Tent:    

Purpose of Tent:      Cooking ____   Public Assembly ____  
Retail Sales  ____   

Description of Tent (with exact number if multiple): 

Requested date of Erection and Length of Permit:       

______ Flame Retardant Certificate (Required) ______  Site Drawings (Required) 
I agree to meet the requirements of the adopted Fire Code for the City of Fort Worth and all other regulations and 
ordinances of the City and acknowledge that violation of any of the regulations and ordinances will result in 
immediate revocation of this permit.   

  Signed:  ______________________________________________________ (Applicant) 

I give the above signed representative permission to erect a tent on my property at the stated location for the stated  
time period. 

 Signed   _______________________________________________________ (Property Owner/Agent) 

   Printed ________________________________________________  ___________________________________ 
   Name of Company (if applicable)                                          Name of Signatory  

   (Name and employee ID for city property) 
   For Planning & Development Department Use  

Zoning District:  Maximum Occupant Load: 

Planning/Development Department: The request for permission to erect a tent at the above location is: 

 ________ Approved       By : _____________________________________________________________ 

 ________ Disapproved   Title: ____________________________________________________________ 

For Fire Department Use         
Fire Prevention Bureau: The request for permission to erect a tent at the above location is:     PAID 
 ________ Approved         By: ___________________________________________   Amount: _______ 

   Date:___________ 
 ________ Disapproved    Title: __________________________________________   By: ______________ 
Comments: 

  Rev. 05/23
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